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Sermon, vpon the 3.45. 
2nd 3. verſes,of the 12.Chapiter 

| piile of S. Paul to che Romanes,v 

for theſe times to be rexd of all men, for 
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 Ninterpretation of the beginning or ente® ©" 
raunce. Page 1. $47, crane tk _ 
© VViſedomeand diſcretion obtayneth credite = 
and uoydeth ſuſpicion page.4 © * 
« Engliſh miniſters mult imitate it, either voluntari- ls 


2 hn 


. , i 


yor by compulſion,page 4.5 Ke. {EY 
The miniſter is a grace, page 6. , 's = 
bn abuſcd,chis water muſt not beſtop- | we 
Page 7. a | "9 

$ rlons commanded all goe generally,page 9. = 
— Mailter,pcople,magiſtrate,muſt come vanderit,to _” 
approoue their conſciences, and ſtop the aduerſari EC 
mouth.page 9.10. PLES 2 | 7 pe 
The law and ewo applications page 10.11.12.&c. . _ 

' Theexpoſition and excellencie, vyorthineſſe-and — 
fite prooned out of che 3.numbers page 13.14.&%c. - i 
God nor onely didinſticute it, bur puniſhed the  —- 
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breakers as Araria, Vzza,Corah.page 159. | © 
Ie ſerueth vnder the Goſpel 1.Cor.7.page. 16.19. +: 37 
|. Obieiion, aunſwered, ſo 9rdeme! inall 4 burchere 7, th 
Cor.7. Ergo every one mull keepe it,none break 5 IM 

e17.18, (25 ; P's, 
Te vviſheth for this lavy.pag| 
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The contrary tothe layyypr 
Je common vyealch and Chure 
-otd inthe church. page-2d; 
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"James and Iohn mooue their hodeipigey 
» Preach to add affliction. page.25. 
It hurteth commcnvvealth.page.26, 
: Hiſtories diuvine,Moſes, loſhuagibidem, 
Humane in Englandabidem. p 
-*Exhort ro mottifie them.ubidem. 
Exhort magiſtrates 10 reote our euill, and rocks 
'bliſh the lavv. page. 28.29.30. - 
As theLorde har, &c.- the expoſition. page. 36. 
1.&c, 
: : The abuſe tendeth to the hurt of the bodye:iti 
ſhevvedin the narvral! body.page-31.32, 
Iris applyedto our church.page.32,33- 
Ignorant miniſters d1{honour God.page. 33- 
Diſciedite the Golpell,confume aducrſancs, Inco- 
rage rebels. page. ibidem. 
All may iftrats muſt looke to it and miniſler.pape 


$5-36. 
The fulitude containing foyver. 1,Cor.12, page, 


37- 
Hirſt rule ; many members,1,Cor, 13. whata menr 
'beris,boyve named,no nothing vyanteth Page» 37 jf 


39, ; 
Applied to the ono vvhich meme her mem. 
bers,cuery pctticular hath but tyyo members,the pa- 
ſour and the ſheepe.pages.39 40.41. 
> She hath too much by Archb. Locdbilh, as is nov" 
opus. Page.q2.43. 
,' Tvvo rolex=diflinion of. pyſees.x.Cor, 12 SAN 
Ob. anſ. in perſon diſtinguiſhed, applied, andihe- 
vedin Sdrcbach ,dcluedro be refourmed.pages 44+. 
. 45:46. 
rey Rule one beadynion he the rineghe cuuſeo V= 
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| theynitic of faith:to have triall,rule, gon! 
 andinCluiſt,not by Pope, Archb.or Bit 
414549 | 
Appeal to their honots.pag.51- - | 
Proteltation ofthe author, andin tho.name ofthe 
Godly brethren, of their loue toyvardes her maicltye 
Page.Fl.g2, 5 
Eucry member muſt ſerue others.pag. 47, 
There muſt be loue roperforme duties, pag. $34 * 
To approue and like one of another. pag. 42-54 
The maimes of our Church greate,and no man la» 
menteth.pag.$4- 55.56. rams 117 
ſpecialllavye appertaining to ſome. pag-57»  - + 
The rule knovvne. pag, $8 
Perperuall,and not tobe broken.pag. 58+: - 
Acommandementto keepe them;pagabid & 59./ 
They are given of God, Epheſ.q, 1.Corn.:: vo to 
c Everyecalling muſt haue agraces 
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F- Gracesgiuen: > pag.6o, oe nl 
tonotes Ju T © gifres,are the graces of God. 
"__ 62. ma titt CVE La} ( * 
Proportion ot Fayth,vvhat ir 8:pag63»' 
A prophet vyhat.pag.64. RN 
Office hoyv taken. pay.64. Lt 


8 Deſoppe pag.Gy. Rs tf 2s 
c pioofe of cuery part..pag 65:65, 1/1 } 
ucry part. pag Pt 
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Canonical Scripturesonly to bercadin 
AD >Qtor muſt teache purely and continually to his 
oyvne Schoilers.pag 66 67-68. 65 a 
An obie&; concerning the doQors 0 
The aunlwere.pag.63. | | _ 
Paftor,vvhar.pag.6g. | | 
Of all: 5.pag.69.70.&c. 
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:" Note the yviſdome & mercy of God.pag, zz; 
eſe gifts giuen in the day of Chriſtes coronation 
g. 74- en 
Deacon vvhat,andche proofe.pag.7 4.75.56. 
* Elder vvhar.pag.77. 78. 
- They muſt b= obeyed.pag, ibid. 
"They are neceſſary.1h1d. 
To preventoffcnces.ibid, + . 
Diftrence bztvycen the elder &the deacon.pa.zg, 
Shewer of mercy whar.ibid. 
Many dye and periſh for lack of theſe offices, pag,$1, 
Good ſtatures tnacted, but becaule they are beſides 
the word; they doeno good.pa.82.8z. 
VVant of al thele,the cauſe of all cuils, pag,82.8z.84, 
The fruit of this government. ibi, S 
Enemies tothe realme, to the common wealth. ibid, 
- wr y30 againſt all good, might bee calilye 
Prodigal maintainers of popiſh honour.pag. 86. 
reuented conſpiracies.ibid. & 87, 
Goodlawes ſhould be kept. ibid... 
ours more fruitfully diſcharging their 
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=. Reaſonso prooue,that the offices appointedin the 
- Theyareſufhicient.pag.9.90.. 
The concluſion. pag.91.92, 
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Rom: 12.3.4-5.6.7.8. 


3 Fulſa through the grace which 
Linen wntome, to euery one that k i 
among you, that no man preſume to'' 
_ nderſtande, aboue that which i 
| meet to vnderſhand: but that be n- 
 derſtande accordin g to ſobrietie, as 
' God hath delt to enerye man the 
meaſure of faith, 

4 For a wie haue many members in one 
body, and all members bake not one 
office: 

| 5 So we beeing mary; are one bodje. 
Chreſt.,an Emery one te an others | 
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to the law, for the 
rer ynde ing ther. 
of, verl. 3. ioynedinthe © 
ſame ſemence with the 

Lawe. 

' Theother,of a ſimili. 
'» wherein 43 ina 
gale, wee may ſcethe 
trueth and neceſliticof 


(again 


ks 44 4 


on made pon th 3.4.5. 
6.7. and 8. verſes,of the 12. bb. 
piter of the Epittle of S. Paule 53 
The woe faxes of the buying 
His generall law infer- 3 we 
red neceſſarilyypon i yl 
former exhortgooe, as 
wg ro 
| perience and rriall, what the 
| ceptable and perfe& will 
| teacheth the ductyc 


_ Chriſtians, wherin t 
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mon, "4 
law and commandement for he faith 
_ not, I by mine 6wnauthority, or bya- 
. Ny glifcand grace in me. Bur Ifay tho. 
_._ © rough the grace that is giuen to me; 
meaning no doubr, that grace of his 
Apoſtolicall authoritye which he had 
becing a blaſphemer,receiued of god, 
to publiſhe by worde and writing, his 
will and counſell to the Gentiles, that 
P . their faith and religion might not bee 
 — _  *groundedand builded vpon the weak 
GS Ende of humane traditions, but ypon 
Ip the ſtrong rocke Chriſt, his comande- 
- ,, meEt.Whereitisfayde;]) (ay,itis all one 
IT in effe&t , as if he ſhoulde ſaye,I com- 
#- Mmalinde. Forthis verbe Lego, as allo 
4 the Hebrue yerbe zquiualent to the 
- ; ſame, eſpecially beeing ioyned to the 
>» infinitive Moode without an atticle,is 
+; often vicd in that ſenſe, importing not 
42:  abare ſayingor affirmation, bur (as 

+, .- mere. of erkictle it muſt, ſeeing the A- 
_  *polfle ſheweth not whathath been, is, 
- Or ſhall be; but whatonghtto be)aflat 
layand commanndement. So thatfo 
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godly Serma 


reſolued.For I Paule,by the authoritie KL. 
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| of my Apoſtleſhip, becing a ſingular J 
1 anal by — tree gift of god, BS. 
 giue ynto cuery one of you this gene b- 
 ralllaw, in the name of him whoſe A- 
M- poſtle Iam, inutolably and perpetually -; _ 
to be kept, cuen to the comming of 7 


3 


' Thus the Apoſtſe maketh his en- - 
 teraunce ynto the lawe with greate 2» 
- niſedome and ſingular diſcretion : for -" 
 inthat he ſheweth his lawe not to pro» 4 
ceed from himfelfe,or any other mor- "8 
; tall man, but onely from the Lorde of >» 
-Hoſtes, whoſe Apoſtle he was; it doth'  - , > 
| notonely purchaſe great reuerence & © 


cedite ynto it : but alſo remoueth all 
uſt occaſion of enuy, wherof he might 
| have beene ſuſpeRed, and of vſurp oY 


uthoritie, wherewith the enemies 
the Goſpell mighr hane charged { hir 
if he ſhould not.thus haue-do 
_ how conſidering this lawe is 
onely is the Jawgi 
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of was called and commaunded of 
this lawgiuer to write and preachit; MW 
no man can ſafely enuie and contemn 
him,or ſuſpeR him arrogantly to haue 
vſurped any vnlawtull authoritic over 
the Komanes, or the Church of God, 
Now then,if Pav/e who was notin any . 
ſpirituall gitts neceſlary for his calling 
| Inferior to the chiecte Apoſtles, thoght- 
ita neceſſary poynt of wiſcdomeand | 
— chriſtian duety, both in reſpe&of him 
ſelfe and of the Church, here andelſe 
where, plainely to declare,as well who 
- wasthis lawgiuer , as the authour of 
his fun&ion and Apoſileſhippe : howe 
much more neceſlarie,deare brethren 
*do youthinke it is,tor the miniſters in 
our time ( whoſe giftes in compariſon 
_ of Pawles are very few and ſmall) toler 
"vs ſee ;; both the authour of their doc- 
trine and lawes, and alſo of their par- 
ticular funQion ? For if they comande 
vsS anyething, having not receiued 
_ from this law giuer, .by whoſe ſpirit 
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and fond tradition of man ? Againe if 

| they can not ſhewe vs the Authour of 
their miniſterie , and the 

' have receiued for the godly an accep- 


not juſtly judge them to. be eyther 
proude. vſurpers of ynlawtfull fun- 
Qions inuented of man, or couctous 
intruders of them ſclues into the law» 
full callinges for the which they are 


 mmect? I would all thoſe which haue 
 anye publique place inthe Church of | 


England, ſceing they will not volunta- 
nilie followe this wiſedome of Paule, 
might be compelled by the g 
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oi 
magiſtrats, to ſhew the proofe of their _ 


miniſterie out of the worde,, and the 
- giſtes which God hath giuen them, 
-Ameete for the diſcharge of their cal- 
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grace they 


table diſcharge thereof ; why may we 
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of Chriſt, all ignoraunr,idle,wicked,g 
hurttull hierhings, with all the reliques © 
of Antichriſtian vſurped power, which 
now to the great and preſent perill of 
the Lordes vineyarde, doe occupy the 
place and roome of moſt taythtul and 
paynetul work-men. Bur a fitter p 
for this matter ſhall be offered here- 
aſter: 
\ Ir is hotto bee omitted that Pale 
tearmeth his Apoſtolicall fun&ion,4 
grace giuen of Ged, For herein heg- 
ueth the Romares and vs in them'to 
_ ynderſtand, that if they ſhall reieR, or 
lightly regarde his fun&ion, andthe 
preceptes he giueth to cuerye one of 
them, by the vertue thercof: That 
_ then they openly ſhew them ſeluesre- | 
iccours or light eſteemers, not onely | 
of 'him and his worde, bur alſo of the 
- graceand gift of God, which after this 
maner  appeareth' in' him for their 
ſalvation. The whiche cogitation 
might breede in them a reuerent 0- 
inton of his perſon, becing'the/ am: 
baſſadour of Chriſte , a-Godly+ 6a" 
.__ » diligently to receiue, and' louingle 
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' imbrace the grace of G OD giver 
' him, and by him offered vnto them. 
| Here then we learne what to iudge of _ 
thoſe funRions,with their gifts which ' |, = 
Chriſt hath given for the perfect buil- 3 
ding vp of his church: To wit,as of the 
excellent and ſingular graces of God. 
For the office of the paitour,and Doc- 
tor, and Elder, the Deacon, the atten-' 2 
dfrypon the poore and imporent, to- , -Y 
geather with this of the Apoſtle, are "—* 
 allſtreames, flowing from one ſpring w 
or head, by the which the manyfolde 
graces of God, and waters of eternall © 
te are conuayed into his Church, 
| that every member drincking there- 
_ of ſhoulde neuer thirſte againe, but 
haue fall fountaynes iſſuing out-of 
 himtoeternall lyfe. Wherefore letall - 
men of whar calling or authoritie ſ9- + 
ever they be, take heed leaſt by them- +. 
| ſelues, by others, or by anye other 
| meane, they ſtop and damme yp theſs 
heavenly fireames of. vvaters, which 
ſhoulde runne into the Lordes vine= - = 
yarde to water it : or clſc leaſt ay _— 
defile-and corrupt theſe waters with = 
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_ caſting intothem, and mingling with 


tem the dregges and filthy puddle 
waters of mans inuentions,and popiſh 
traditions , - For afluredly ſuch are all 
the ordinarie graces of God, giuento 


_ ys,that they cannot abyde either addi. | 


hp - 


- 


tion,derraction, or chaunge, and ſuch 


' Is the giuer hereof, that as he is ielous 


, Quer them : ſo he will moſte ſcucrely 


= mg himſelfe of all thoſe that ſhall 


adde,detract,or any maner of way cot-_ 
rupt his gifts againſt his wil and writ- 


.,,tenword. Thus you ſce what profits 
- -Dleinſtruttion maye be gathered: out 


of this former part, touching the pet- 


ſon of Paule, the miniſter or publiſher 


of this generalllaw,as alſo of that ſpe- 
cal which followeth. Now let vs heare 
to whom this generall law was giuen. 
Tocuery one of what cſtate and voca- 
tion ſoeuer,that was among the Chri- 
ſtians at Rome,and in them to all that 


then were, orare now of the houſhold 


of God. For he ſayth , To exery one that 
u among you, As if he ſhoulde ſaye,whe-. 
ther you bee Paſtors.or Teachers;El-'_ 
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rodly Sermdc - 
impotent and ſicke, Fathers,Children, 
| Maſters,Scruauntes,bond,tree, Iewes, _ 
| Grecians,publique or priuate perſons, 
| [give vnto All in general,and tocuery 
one in perticular this generall law and 
rule of life, charging euery one in the 
| fight of God,to keepe ir yndefiled to 
' thecomming of the Lord and ſauioug; 
| chriſt. Herby it is manifeſt thac the lai 
' orprecept tollowing is generall , nal 


þ 
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x Rome,and theref a pens co 
be taught and pradtized of Gods mi-! 
. hiſters, learned and obeyed of his peo- 
| ple,vrged andeſtabliſhed by the pow- 
erand authoritie of the magiltrate,his 
| heauenly ordinaunce. And1n ſo doing 
the magiſtrate, the miniſter, and the 
people thall by their humVle ſeruice 
and ſubie&ion ynto God: both -ap- 
' prooue their pure conſciences , their 
| founde: and vnfayned faith toallthat 
 ' feare. God 3 andaiſo ſtopthe' mouth 
ofthe-aduerſarie which ſpeaketh evil 


oy 


- 


® 
ka 


F- 
| ” 
AY... th - 


"- 


ſpectall, appertayning toall, not onely*%,z 
| toſome, neceſſary and profitable for 
all times,nor only conuenient for that 
| preſenteſtare of the Chriſtian Church. - 
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oth Sen ermon." 


of the trueth,- becauſe manye which + 


. outwardly profeſſei it, eyther haue not 
 tearned, or will not obeye this com-. 


maundemente of the Lorde . Nowe. 
ſeeing wee: knowe the commaunde- 
ment is from God , and that the mi- 


miſter hereof, is the cheefeſt Apoſtle 


thatcuer was, and that as it concer- 


' © nedthe Romgnes, So now(they being 


aſleep in the Lord )it pertaineth to all 


and cuery one of vs,which are here al- 


ſembled : Let ys marke firſt whatthis 
generall law is, then according to the - 


_ apoſtles order,whatis the ſpecial, dirj- 


ued out of the generall, and to whom 


+1 is giuen. 


The law is this. Phrovein ic t0 ſophre- 


.vcin,thatis, as if he ſhould ſay.I com- 
. maunde in the perſon” of God, cuery 


one that 1s amog you, to be wiſcorto 


 vnderſtand according to ſobricty,as it 


is tranſlated. As forthe wordes that . 


.- . goe beforetheſe, and thatfollowein | 
+ _ this: rerſe, they are no part in this 
© awe, but rather amore full and:-fa- 
__ [milfardeclaration thereof. Forwher- 
Yee Siris Ridcheroo mi R—_ E. 
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 miderliande;iris a manifeſt prohibiti- 
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| Stand bone thar which is meet to 


on by a negation of that whiche is 
 commaunded by an affirmation; ' A- 
.gayne,where- it is ſayde, eAs God hat 

 dealr to enery one the meaſure of Fayth, 

It is certayne , the purpoſe of the 

Holye' Ghoſte is, more. playnelye _ 
todeclare and expreſſe, the meaning f 
_ ofhis Lawe and gencrall conimaun- 

. dement. Bur'firſt of the' Lawe it. 
 ſelfe, then of thoſe which - ſerue for 
_ the farther declaration thereof, The 
_ Greeke Verbe which is heere tranſ- 
lated wrderftande, dothe properlye 
 lignify to bee indued with-s reaſo-. 
nable minde or foule , wherein be- 
cauſe wiſedome and knowledge is, 
and GR po ar as ir were, + her 
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moderate and ſober vic and exerciſe 

of wiſedome and true vnderſtandinp, 

The verbe tranſlated ſobrictic,proper- 

ly fignifieth to haue a ſound nund,not 
troubled with any diſcaſe , in which | 

ſignificarion it is here vicd.So that the 
whole commaundement expreſſed in 

. theſe two wordes appeareth plainely 

to be this. I commaunde euety one 
which is among you, truely to vnder-. 
 Rande, ſoberly toeſteeme, ſoundlyto- 

'_ ludpe, and modeſlly to vc the giftes 
he hath receiued of God, beeing fully. 

contented & ſatisfied therwith ,Wher- 

fore let vs conſider beſeech you, the 
excellencie, the dignitie, the profite & 
..vſc of this generall law.. For what can | 
be more excellent, then for cuery m&- 

ber of the miſticall bodye of Chriſte, 

truely to know his Peony res , and 

- wiſely and ſoberly to eſteeme andvſc 

them? What can be of greater dignity 

and worthineſſe, then for all the peo- 
plc of God: ſcattered thorough. the - 

face of the worlde, hauing ſo diuerſ 
giftes and offices , beeing ſo farre@ | 

tauntin place, by an humble, cr.& 
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| diſcreet indging of their giftes, abili- 
 tieand callinges to ſerue and worthip 
| inthe vnitie of ſpiriteand truth, and 3 
in the bonde of peace , one true and nM 
| mmortall king of glory. Finally,what - 
| can be more profitable for the church 
| of Chriſt our mother,then that all her 
| Children accordinge to their age, 
 firength, giftes, place and callinges, 
ſhould without hatred,enuie,diſdaine, 
| ſwelling, contemprand negle& of due- | 
tie,loue,ſuccour, relicue and maintain © -- 
' every one an other,as becommeth the 
 dearely beloued childre of God? This 
 awwell learned,and diligently pradti- 
 zed,bringeth with it all theſe and ma- 
_ tiemoe commoditics. Therefore it is 2 
not onely in this place, but in many o- -— 
ther places of the ſcripture moſt faith- = 
fully regiſtred. In the booke of Nun- 
ber; cap. 3.we may read and fee plaine- 
ly,how that the Lord did not onely by 
precepx, diſtinguiſh betweene the cal- 
ling of the Leuites and people, but 
threatneth the tranſgrefſours and1n- 
ordinate walkers -with death. 'For the 
leuites were cither called priclics, < 
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| * by the common name of Leuitegif 
|  pnieſts, then either the high prieſt as 
_Aaronand Eleazar atter him,or ſuchas 
were vnder him ouer' the reſt, as Elie. 
 Num.3.33.4 77 bc ouerſecr of the Gerihonites, 
16. - Or Elizaphan the ouerſcer of the Cog 
Y | thites , and Zwxriellof the Merarites, 
theiroftice was publiquely to teach, 
to praye, to offer ſacrifice, to keepe 
the veſſelles of the Sancuarie : The 
office of the other Leuites was, to 
miniſter and ſerue the prieſtes, inall 
thinges, belonging to the diſcharge 
of their neceſſarie duries, as the chiete 
charge of this was alſo the prices, 
| bur the Leuites attended to mint- 
_ ſter ynto them, for the cxecution 
' hereofalſo. Hereby it appeareth that | 
; the Lorde allotted vnto e uery one his 
6: _ -feuecralloffice;to be as it were his ſtan- 
- $: 1, ding place, out of the which hee 
E *” ſhonlde norſteppe.onefoote,, either 
2 to the left hande, or to the right,ney- 
ther diſlyke his place : bur fully.cot- 
tenthim ſelfe therewith, withoutet® I 
__ _uyingof anye that. were in-more 6 | 
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| cellent roomes . And as the Lorde 
 knewthis order of diſtinguiſhing of- 
| fices, to be yeryeexpedicnt and good 
forhis Church : ſo he hath reuenged 
lim felfe moſte ſeuerely,vppon the 
| breakers hereof , of what calling ſo- 
ener they were, or with what affeti- 
01 0r iatent ſocuer they did tranfſ- =_ 
| geſſethis eſtabliſhed order of-gouer- , © # 
|ment . King eAzaria,as wereadein 6 * Þ 
the ſeconde of the Chronicles the : "= 
twentie ſixt Chapiter , otherwiſe cal- © *— - 
kd Uzzia,was ſtriken with an vncu- =— 
nble Leproſie, becauſe lifting vppe 
his heart, he yſurped the office of the 
Prieſt, and went into the Temple to 
burne incenſe. yppon the altar V=za,* 
for ſupporting the ark which was the 
onelye office of the Leuites, not- 
vithſtanding his good” intent ( for 
the oxen did ſhake the Arke) wasfirt 
ken with ſudden death . © {orah, Da- 
ther, and eAb:ram, becauſe they pre- 
ſumed aboue their vocation, went 
don aliue intotthe pit For the earth 
opened her 'mouth;, and ſwallowed . 
Al _ 
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All which,oughtto tcachvs, how ac- 
ceptable this order of ſcucrall callings 
is to God, and to breed in our hearts, 

| botha care and conſcience to kee 
it,and a fearc and terrour to breakeit, 
But leaſt any ſhoulde imagine this di- 
ſtin&ion of vocations to {cruc onely 
for the lawe, hauing no vſe orprofite 

' ynder the Goſpel! : ler vs ſearch the 
new Teſtament. Was there no diff- 
rence (I pray you) betweene [ohn Bap- 
#;/4; and his diſciples, and the diſciples 
of Chriſt ? None betweene them and 

.__ other Chriſtians, that were baptized 
- - and followed Chriſt ? None betweene 
.*the Propher and Apoſtle, between the 

- » *Paſtourand the Deacon? what were al 
Apoſtles ? Were all prophets ? Hadall 
the giftes of healing?were al teachers? 

Or did al interpret? What was the bo- 
dy one member? No no,the Lordhati 
ordayned in his Church many mem-B 
bers, yer but one body. Whereby its 
certaine , that as it pleaſed God ml 
der the lawe toctabliſhe this diſtinc- 
tion of callinges in {#ael!: {0 hath kc 
done now vader the Goſpell i 
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| new Teruſalem; For our Apoſtle in the -Þo + 
 12,to the Corinth the firſt epiſile,ſtrait- 
| lychargeth cucry one to walke in that 
calling, wherein he is, his wordes are 
' thele. Let euery man abide im that ſame v0- E 
| cation wherin "a was call:d.Againe a little "I 
| after, Let enery man wherein he was called 3 
| therein abide with God . Wherein he tea- 
F cheth that the moſt excellent giftes of 2 
F Chriſtian, which we by fayth receive - 
WF of Chriſt, and the eternallſeede of re-_ __ I 
generation, can not neither ought to _ 
| mooue ys,to loath our former calling 
| beit neuer ſolowe or baſe, neither to 
| defire to ſteppe into anye other, till it - , 
_ pleaſe God to offer vnto vs ſome uſte 
& neceſſary cauſe of chaunge, &to ad _ 
| mtothe comon giftes of 4 Chriſtian, 
ſome ſpecial which are proper 8 pecu 
lier,for that lawfull calling whereviits 
our deſires are wholy & onely cartied, 
and the Lord effeRually callerh vs.Zut 
leaſt any ſhould obie& that this gene» | 
ll law js not: ſo ſtraightly to-be kept _ 
of all : beſides that the wotdes of this _ 
text will confute him, be thay read the.” 
17 ; veiſe of the ſame Chaputer- Ort -#. 
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. the Gocted and aye 15no o ordinaunce 
eſtabliſhed, or not in all Churches,the 
very wordes of the text wil overthrow 
Him. But as God hath diſtributed to 
. eacry man,as the Lorde hath called e- 
very one , ſolethim walke,and fo or- 
daine Lin all churches. Theriweſeein 
<ffe& what this generall Jawe is, that is 
to ſay, that as ſouldiers in warre haue 
. and keep euery one his ſtanding place 
4n the ſight of their Capraine : $; cue- 


Ty chriſtan ſhould hane and keepe his | 
ſcucrall callingin the preſence of the 


Lorde of lyfe, who hath in wiſedome 
and mercy called them thereynto.For 

If they doe not, as experience tea- 
cheth in warreand in peace, thenthey 

- muſt needes rumble and indaunger 
them ſelues, vexe and preeue others, 
hurt and dif quietthe Church . whoſe 
peace and felicitie, all her Children 
ought to redeeme, cuen with the loſe) 
of bloud-and life . Ohthatthis lave/ 
were deepely printed and grauen in- 

the heartes of all Chriſtiqhs aug 

_ ascaſelyeto belearned and ſcene 
our es; as it may be in this precept, 
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| then we ſhoulde ſee with no ſmall 1oy, 

| the Church our morher with cheere- _ 
full countenaunce , to lyft vppe her 

' heade, which now,to the griefe of ma- 
 nyhangeth very low, and whoſc heart 
lmenteth the looſenefſe, ſecurine, the 
| apyring and vnquiet mindes, and the 
| continuall diſorder of her Children, 
which had rather doc anye thing, 
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then that which principallye concer- .- -... ww 


neth them . For if it be demaunded, 
from whence commeth all diſorder, 
athoame, abroade, in publique and 
pryuate perſons, in common wealth, 
and in the Church, in Townes,in Vni- 
terſities,and in Cities ? the cauſe is e- ' 
udent no man can denyce it. Father 
and Childe, Husbande and Wyfe, Mat- 
W fir and Seruaunt, rich and poore,ma- 
grate and ſubie&, Paſtourand peo- 
ple, haue brooken and tranſgreſſed 
this generall Lawe and commaunde- 
ment. of God . They know not true- 
he their gyftes and callinges, they 
have not humblye and ſoberly eltee- 
med of them , they haue not wiſclye 
ulcreetly,and with a finglecyciudget | 
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by” ( them clues ; they haue not with care 
\ andconſcience diſcharged ther dutye 
to God. Finallye, they hauc broken 


out of their ſtanding places,and burſt 


a ſunder the liſtes of their callings,and 


cannot neither wil-be boundc to or- 
der and obedience, no not with the 


bondes of the lawe of their Creator, 


The cauſes of all this diſorder in all 


degrees ſhall appeare, and be declared 


_... 1n their proper places next following, 


_ asalſo the remedies whereby it maye 


be remooued, and good order the 
health of both the bodies,reſtored & 


4, brought into the Church and comon 


wealth. Ir tolloweth in the text : That 


no man preſume to underftande abone that | 


which u meet . Panle declareth this ge- 
netall lawe, firſt as you ſee by the con- 


_ trary, that we might the better ynder- 


ſtande and ſee by this negation, what 


he ment by the affirmation; andalſo 


.  tharwemight wiſely colle& the cauſe 
of the former diſorder,wherof I hauc 
ſpoken. A wiſe and vſuall order in cx- 


. horting obſerued of the Prophets, ha- 
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' in knowledge, but 1n practize, not re- 
| ſpeRing the perteRio of order,butthe 
corruptio of-our nature. For we being 
full of pride, ſelteloue,vaine glory, ar- % 
rogancie and ambition:itis neceſlarye 
thatthis harde and braſen wall, made : 

and grounded vpon the harde braſen 
whe of original concupiſcence,ſhold - 
 firſtbe caſt downe and digged vyp,with 

the grounde worke thereot, before we 

| .canſceand feele , the ſweete grace of 

God, and the comfortable preſence of © © 

bis ſpirite, in humbling our proude . 

 heartes, and working in our mindes a 
| found judgement. We muſt therefore 

(for the better keeping of the general - 

lawe)caſte off theſe two burdens that 

prefle vs downe ;z ouerweening of our 

giftes, pride, ambition, which maketh 

the minde not content with her owne 
eſtate and calling. For as darknes and 
light can not dwell in.one place atone 
. time : ſopride. andhumilitie, and an 
vaquiet aſpiring minde and full ot:£6: 
ps not ow - 9% man, ſo 
Wng as pride- that eth our eyes, 
and Giflking of our Nate polſee the 
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heart, there is no place for an humble 
& {ound iudgement, no roome for an 
affeion corcnted to reſt in that por. 
fton,which god hath allotred vito ys. 
The blcflcd Apoſtle ſeeing this, char- 
gcth the Romanes'to put out and diſ- 
poles, choſe two enemics out of their 
hearts ; wherein, albeit they haue had 
. their abode, ſince the fall of our firſte 
parents,yet beeing vſurpers,they mult 
bethruſrout, that Chrilt whoſe we are, 
and he ours by the eternall couenant, 
may dwell in ys,& we in him for euer, 
| They be ſtrong men, and theriore will 
not be diſpoſleſſed by any weake pow- 
er , onelye they will gine place,to the 
force & violence of the ſtronger , that 
1s to the ſpirite of God , which filleth I 
. yp the low valleys, and caſteth downe 
the highhils. As they be ſtrog to keep 
poſſeſsion: o they be ſtrong to ſtrike, 
to-wounde, to ſlaye and deſtroy, both 
_ the eccleſiaſtical and politique bodyes 
_ of the church and comon wealth. For 
fr 0 theſe two peſtilent foitaines, flow 
enuying of the good, birrer content! 
'-Oh and ſtriuing with the equa, OO 
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 andcontempt of the inferiors. Hence 
' itis,that the goucrnours of thechurch 
 thinke roo wel of them clues, not hi- 
bly begging the direQion of gods ipi- 
rite, bur expound the word according 
to their owne fancies: that rhey deſire 
to rule as they liſt : deuiſe new offices: 
confound thoſe which rhe Lorde hath 
 wiſclye dittinguiſhed : challenge vnto 
them ſelues newe titles, newe names, 
princely prerogatiues, and vnlawfull 
_ luriſdition ouer their brethren. All 
which vices, as they ſprong vp firſte in 
the Church of Rome, { notwithſtan- 
ding this admouttion of Paxle,for the 
preuenting of them ) fo hauing now 
deadly wounded rhe body, and wholy 2 
| deſtroyed! atid defaced that Church,  —_ 
' they haue ſpreade their bowes and 2 
braunches into manye places of the 
Lordes vineyarde, wherein they haue 
taken ſuch4geepe roote, that it 15 to 
be feared, that as they now doe Quer- 
| ſhadow rhe tender places of the Or- 
 charde of God, ſo they will in tyme. 
conſume. and deftroye, the whole _ 
groweth,with the poyſon of their cor- 
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heart, there is no place for an humble. 


oY 


{> . 


& {ound iudgement, no roome for an 
afteion corented to relt in that por- 
tlon,which god hath allotred vnto ys. 


- The blufſed Apoſtle ſeeing this, char- 


gcth the Romanesto put out and dif: 


_ poſles, thoſe two enemics out of their 


hearts : wherein, albeit they hane had 

their abode, fincc the fall of our firſte 
parents,yet bceing viurpers,they muſt 
be thruſt out, that Chrilt whoſe we are, ' 
and he ours by the eternall coucnant, 


may dwell in vs,& we in him for euer, 


They be ſtrong men, and thertore will 


| not bedilpoſleſſed by any weake pow- | 


er , onelye they will gine place,to the 
force & violence of the ſtronger , that 
1s to.the ſpirite of God, which filleth 
vp the low valleys, and caſteth downe 
the high hils. As they be ſirog to keep 


+ ofleſs1on: {o they be {trong to ſtrike, 
_ to-wounde, to ſlayeand deſtroy, both 


the eccleſiaſtical and politique bodyes 


_ of the church and comon wealth. For 


fr 0 theſe two peſtilent foiitaines, flow 
enuying of the good, birrer content!- 
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| andcontempt of the inferiors. Hence 
 tis,that the gouernours of thechurch 
 thinke roo wel of them ſelues, not hi- 
bly begging the direction of gods ſpi- 


nite, bur expound the word according- 


to their owne fancies: that they deſire 
| torule as they liſt : deuiſe new offices: 
confound thoſe which rhe Lorde hath 
 viſelye dittinguiſhed : challenge vnto 


them ſelues newe titles, newe names, . 
' princely prerogatiues , and vnlawfull 
| luriſdiction ouer their brethren ;- All - 


which vices, as they ſprong vp firſte in 


the Church of Rome, { notwithſtan- 


_ ding this admounirion of Pawle,for the 
preuenting of them ) ſo hauing now 

_ deadly wounded the body, and wholy 

| Gcftroyed and defaced that Church, 


they haue ſpreade their bowes and 


braunches into manye places of the 
Lordes vineyarde', wherein they haue 
taken ſuchygeepe roote , that 1t 15to 
be feared, thatas they now doe ouer- 
ſhadow rhe tender places of the Or- 


 charde of God, ſo they will in tyme - 
conſume and deftroye, the whole __ 


groveth, with the poyſon of their cor- | 
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the marter with an indifferent minde, - 


 fpring, then this high and lotty minde 


| ought to doe. Why would not Durre- 
: phes receiue lohy and the other faihfull 
- miniſters of the word? Wherefore did 
hee prattle with malitious wordes a- 
Po them ? Why woulde he neither 


 Anterraine the brethren? Vas not this 
© the onely cauſe, becauſe he loued to 
 hauethepreeminence in the Church? 
"Reade the thirde Epiſtle of /obr.What 
..__ cauſed the Scribes and Phariſies to co- 
ES; temne and diſdaine, the-baſe eſtate & 
'lowe degree of Chriſte and his poore 


arfealtes,and deſired thechicfe (ti in 
the aſſerhblies, & greeting in the mar- 
 kets,& to be calle of me Kabby Rabby: 
Was not this becauſe they were bigh | 
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ruption ,except they be plucked vp by 
the rootes. - For my part, examining 


l cance no other roote whence theſe | 
rotten and ſtincking bowes ſhoulde 


whereby men do pretume to think of 
them ſelues, and of the treaſure of 
gracewhich they hauc,morethen they 


'ſelfe receiue, nor ſuffer others to 


Diſciples?they loued the thiefe places 
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niaded? Why - Iames and idho-xnd 
'their morher, mooued by them, de- 
eto be checteſt in the kingdome of 
Chriſte ? Or why did the other Diſci-- 
ples diſdain atthis requeſtyWas it not =» 
only becauſe their hearts were puffed | 
with pride, vaineglory,and ambiti- 
00? Why did ſome preach to addeat= 
| fition vnto Pawles bondes ? Wasit "£2 
| not becauſe they thought better of —* 2 
them {clues and their gittes, then of © —* 


| toubledthe church. Oh therfore how 
| neceſlarye is it for vs that. be of the 
| Church,to beatdowne this braſen wall +4 
 ofpride, preſumption, and ambition, ' » © 
| which cauſe all theſe diſorders among Z 
| 15,that God may reare vp in our harts 
the new fortreſle of a ſound, diſcreete, 
' humble and ſober mind, and ſo make 
Fs fiicere obſeruers ofthis encral law 
| Alltheſe thinges I haue ſpoken,do ſufs 
ficiently reach, howe:: fome'C hurc 
| have beene, and are att Hs :daye 
wounded, others deſtroydge by” 
' two horrible monſters of pride 
nas be ublee wy 
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 any,nay which will beeing ſuffered lik 
vpp their heades into the throane of 
_ the Lord. Now to the comon wealth, 
wherin if we ſhall aske the wiſeſt me of 
all ages that be paſt, either religiousor 
- __ prophane,they will tel you that which 
5 by long and certaine. experience they 
 _ -  ,  » hauelearned, that this proudandam- 
= bitious {urpryſing of gyftes, diſlyking 
__- -* * of mensproper dealinges, haue becne 
2 | the diſtucbers, I might ſaye, the de- 
”  . _  , ſtroyersof families, Tribes, Townes, 
17 Citics, kingdomes and 'Empires. So 
Moſes, l ecroſuah, Danid,& the Prophets, 
 haueleft in their writinges this to be 
| earned of ſuch as will read them. The 
| 28640wahy wryters both Grecians and 
omans, which haue regiſtred the di- 
uerfitics,chaunges,ouerthrowes & ru- 
Incs of common wealths, do teach the 
fame, betrer then time will ſuffer me, 
perticularly to rehearſe . But to omit 
; theancient monuments and hiſtones 
| ofthe olde time, and to come to our 
_ Owne coy TY : did euer any man har- 
 denhisP*arthere in Englande againſt 
_ Lyfall regiment, which hath nor 
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full of pride and ambition ? Can the 
| ſober minded man, reſting and taking 
| his felicity,uthis baſe and low calling, 
| lift vp his hande to plucke the 
 gowne, from the heade of the lawtull 
gouernour?No no,dearly beloued,no 
' more then a heauie ſtone, canaſcende 
| Into the higheſt region of the firma- _ 
ment:itis the light-head and the aſpt- 
ting mind, which thorough pride and 
ambition , flicth into the princes pal- © * 
lace . Secing then that theſe two vices 
 ofpride and ambition, do not only c- : 
ternally condemn ſuch as are infected . 
vith them,which is moſt fearctul: but »  _.. 2 
alſo wound and deſtroy the'ſocictic of © 2 
the ſaiacres , and the policie of king= 2 
domes: ſeeing that the Lord by his A- "i 


+ -, 4, 
"0 


 poltle here , doth ſo ftraightly forbid © - * 
them, as the moſt dangerous enemies 
mnto this generall law: I am tocharge 
you in the name of Chriſte, from the 
| higheſt to the loweſt, to throw downe 
your ſclues before the maieſtic of god, 
crauing earneſtly the grace of his {pt- 
Tite to mortifie them,ſo that they may--- 
haue in them neither poylon to arr | 
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-.. Foule nor power to hurt the church or 
common wealth, And for you thar are 
the miniſters of God and our gouer- 
nours, if you will learne howe to cſta-: 
bliſh this generall lawe,and to remedy 
all. the abuſes thereof, beholde this 

muſt be your wiſedome . Firſte plucke | 

vp by the roots thorough the miniſte- 

ry of the word, and the authoritie of 

_. the (woord,al proud and high lookes, 

+. arrogant and ambitious perſons: ſet 
before your eyes the Godly zeale of - 
Dauid , Hin ſaith Dauid that hath a 

proude looke and high heart I cannot ſuffer. 

A, Againe, Bermmes will I deſtroy all the wic- 

_ * hed #nthe lande, that 1 may cut Sek 

. workers of iniquitie from the Citie of the 
© Lord. Me foes.ry ks counſell 

| and all other magiſtrates in this lande 

had kindled in their breſts ſuch a zeal 

of Gods glory, ſuch a hatred of all fin, 

_  Hamelye of pride and ambition, and 

.-  fachealoue of his ſober and ſounde 
. iudgement, which breedeth finmble- | 
 nefle of heart, and aminde- fully. can- 
rented with any.cſtate, whetevntd te 
| Lord calleth ys. 'Secondari 
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phage it behooueth you that be the. 
lordes fumes | in magiſtracie,to &** 
fab bliſh eucrye one within his charge - "i 
on, this general law,pro- 
niding that enerye man haue wherein 
[woccupic him ſelfe and his giftes,4c- 
cording to the tenor of this law in 'his 
'owneſtanding , place and vocation? 

| andthzt he doe diſcharge it according 
tothe meaſure and proportion of his 

| nk he hath receiued for that 

ſe. For none in the Church and 

| houſe of God muſte want his office: 

| none muſte walke inordinately: none - 

| muſt be idle in his calling, or voprofi- 

| table. As therefore you now your e= 

| nemies,and how to vanquithe- the 

' and alſo the lawe of the Lorde;howe- 
toeſtabliſhe it-: take heede ynto your 
ng and dally not in the Lords mat- 

*For if you ſhall not betimes by 

the froorde _ inſtice.,-cut off all that. 
_ Ceſerne by the law;death,not fiffering 

' youreye - take pitrie vpponany,an 
uo on other malefactors 2 accor- 
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_ © God will require their bloud at your 
handes . Againe, if you ſhall preferre 
your owne pollicies and deuiſes, be. 
fore the. eſtabliſhing of this generall 
lawe of God, . aſſure your ſelues, that 

 yourLorde and maſter, whoſe perſon | 

*.%- , youſuſtaine,wilneuer ſuffer ſuch con- 

-_ -, i= 4;tempt of him vnpuniſhed, Therfore as 

- #*.yon hate theſe vices, and all other 

© % + finnes: as you lone this vndefiled 

 . __-- lawe of theLord, let your hatred be 

 « |  ſhewed in aboliſhing the one, and 
_-. yourloue declarcd in eſtabliſhing the 
a; Re 

VItfolloweth, As God hath dealt to ene- 

' one the meaſure of faith. This ſentence iſ 

| -. tfheweth what itis tobe wilc, accor- 

E-. _— dingtoſobrietic, or to haueſuch yn- 

| © _ derſtanding thata mancan ſoundlye 
wdge : as if he ſhoulde ſay, hereby yee 
ſhall know what it is to be wiſe accor- 
ding to ſobrietic, if you marke and 
conſider, that God hath giuen to cuc- 

_ ty one ſenerally, a certaine proper and 

peculier meaſure of fayth,that is,0f#- 

ny heauenly gift diners from the git 
of regeneration , which ought tot 
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employed to the increaſe of your mu- 


ſhould beſt prouide for their owne ſa- 
kty (for that he hath done and doth 
hereafter more particularly ) but how 
they may beſt prouide forthe ſafetic 
of the Church and: eucrye member 
thereof, the which is done by keeping 


+ Ana God hath giuen, neither c- 
ieeming it tq be of greater value theit 
s,neither deſiring to ſtretch it farther, 
adtoa more excellent highcalling, 


then it is giuen for: neitheryet by not 


keing,or too abie&ly thinking of that 


i5 this : looke what certaine and 
proper gift of grace, God hath giuen 
toanye of you , not for your :-pnuate 
mpeg for the publique good and 

itof the body, in humble indge- 
ment,diſcreet wiſdome, andſoundnes 
Cai, confider and thinke ypon1t, 
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mall faith. For here the Apoſtle gineth 
nopreceptes , howe. thoſe Chriſtians ,” _.._ .. 


cur ſelues, within the compaſle of the 


git which we haue, or celſcenuying o- - 
thers which haue the ſame gifte in 
ter meaſure. Then the proper. 
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ſober wiſedome, let that content and 
ſatisfie your heartes,not extending ir 
further then it can reach, not ouer- 
-pres(ing it,nor thinking too baſely of 
1t,not enuying others which haue ey. 
_ther other greater giftes , or the ſame 

-- "gift in greater meaſure, For ſeeing 
| God in his excellent and incompre- 
henſible wiſdome, hath diſpoſed both 
duiuers piftes to diuers men, and the 
Tame giftes in adiuers meaſure, to the 
profite,peace, and preſcruation of his 
people: as the miſliking of this hea 
uenly and wiſe-diſpenſation procee- 
deth of great folly, inſolencie, & want 


of iudgement:So the diſordering con- 
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founding,and corrupting theſe giftes, 
- muſt needs tendeto the ruine and vt- 
ter ouerthrow of the church. For con- 
fider I beſeech you(deate brethren) it 
'euery memberof our body, ſhouldey- 
ther ſtretch his gifts farther then in 
'canreach;as if the hand would need: 
ſee and dire& the bodye , if it woulde 
ſpeake,&c.Or if the head would goe- 
Againe if the hande ſhoulde thinke#t 
 felfe of greater excellencye then, the 


uy 1 
apt, quick & ready in the vie of 


he fame : woulde wee not cry out of 
"Ti jon, as moſt vnnaturall and 
mon rous, and. uch as without all 
bt,vould vtterly deſtroy the whol 

e. Neuerthelcfſe, wee ſee it in. 

| d, which pro- 

partes of che whole, * 


raunce, and alſo wicked and lewdein 
life:\o bolde, ſo impudcent,of ſo harde 
faces,that they dare preſcnt themſel- 
ues tothe learned Byihoppes, and fo 
exrende and ſtretch out;I will not fay 
« their gittes, which they haue not, nor 
"the ſhadowe ofa gifte, to rake vppon 
the the high enibaſſage of their God: 
to carrye to. his people the glad ty- 
dinges of ſaluation , which Chriſte 
| hath purchaſed for "them , with his 
| moſte precious bloude. O ſhameleſſe 
impudency! Shall-he take vppon him 
to holde the Helm, that is skarſe wor- 
thy toſit in the ſincke? Oh damnable 
| boldenefle, oh couctous patrons, 
for gayne preſent ſuch ynworthy men 
-to the Byſhopps: Oh fooliſh men that 
-will commende them whome they 
oughte1 to-diſprayſe: Oh milerable by- 
ppes , that by laying on of thar 
hands liftvp thoſe into Roſs chaire, 
_whooought rather to bee t 


o 


eaſon, then this ignoraunce and 
ety of the miniſters ? For be- 
e'you te!l mee: Can the honour . 
prayſe of Gods wiſedome, 
mended. by the folly and igno- 
ce of his miniſter? Can the ine- 
able treaſure and riches of the 
gatious prince, bee ſcene in the beg- 
oe! rly nakednefſe of his ' yngratious 
Lambaſlador * Can the aduecrſaries of 
Aegracc of Chriſte, by looking vp- _ 
00 an Idol, which hath nothin ng but 
ahewe of that it is not;bee diſwaded 
the worſhip of Idolles? Can- he 


A men om errour , ; which can 


Paſtor proue by the word of God, 
at all muſt be ſubie&,notonly for 
conſcience ſake? Fg a | 


| ſelues, their giftes and callinges, that 
they tie and binde their iudgement & 
'affe&ion, to the meaſure of thar faith- 
full grace they haue receyued : ſoall 
-magyſtrates are by the tworde of their 
' authority , which they beare not in 
vaine, to keepe and holde their Chri- 
_ tian ſubicQes, within the compaſle of 
"theſe limittes; 
Nowe followeth the laſt reaſon of 
the generall lawe. For as we haue many 


rsin one _ e, UA all —_— 


the Cond fipoſnion of the was , 
-1s by the'Apoltle applied,nor onely to 
"the ſaintes at Rome, bur alſo general- 
.- to the yvhole Church © Chriſte. 
which, as ir teacheth a vnity of body, 
de'c in one head, 


giftes: { 
bode 


, and therefore perpetuall 
utable. In cofideration wher- 
&Iwill lay out the parts hereof more 
pannly,leaſt any ſhould take yponhim:. 
Wmrough preſumption,a greater charg 
men hecan ſuſtayn, or the meaſure of 
lis giftes permic : and the rather, for. 
there are in theſe two verſes 4. (i- 
des, albeit at-the firſt viewe, 
ſeemeth- tobe but one. The firſt” 


—_ — 


we haue in one natural body 


"+ 


4 


ty members:{o we haue in one catho- 
ae Church. many members. The-ſe- 
pnde, as al members of the naturall 
y, have not one office: ſo althe .- 
wbers of the Church; haue not one 
| The thirde,as many members in the 
Baturall body haue one head, wherein - 
they are : fo many members in the. 
Church haue one head, wherein they: 


the Apoſtles wordes, inthe 4. and 5; 
verſcs, as you maye playnly ſce. The 
_ fame. ſimilitudes, though not in the 
ſame wordes, yet almolte to the ſame 
- purpoſes, 'our Apoſtle vſeth in the 
_ tyelfch Chapiter,of the firſt Epiſtle to - 
the Corinthians : For as the body 1s one, © 
and hath manye members, 'and all: the © 
7% members cf the body, which is one, though * 
they be many, yet are but one bady , exen 
fo zs Chrifte, that is, the Churche of 
Chriſte. -Hee proſecuteth it farther, 
as wee ſhall hereafter ſee : bur firite; 
lette vs ſomewhat more diligen 
conſider according: to theſe foure (i- 
militudes-, 'of the ſtate , condition 
' and regimente of the Churche of. 
_ Ehriſte heere-in. earth : for hence@-+ 
nfe foure moſte excellent and wot- 
thy rules, touching rhe ſpiri '0- 
_ uernement of the miſticall body 
Chriſt:The firſc is this: There mult. 
and oughte- to 'bee in the Ch 
_ «Chriſte, many members. The! 


BT 


| ber; but many : if they were all one- 
| member, where were the body? bur 
| nowe thereare many members, yet =. 

| but one - bodye : therefore 'there 

| muſt be many members in the church. 
Þ By amember he meaneth,ſuch a parr 

' ofthe body, as hath recejuedfrom the 
F beade, ſome particular and neceſſary. - 
ift, fit. to helpe and” benefite the 
 yrhole bodye; and-ererye member -- 
| thereof, #s it -appeareth bythe laſt 
| fimilitade, and by the enumerati- 
| on of the partes-immediatlye follyw- 


® 
*S 


4 


, 'Y 


» 


-.* | Nowe if you aske mee, hovwe -—- 


many members there be in-rhe'bo- 
. dye? what they bee ?and howe they-. 
{| be named and called? and whatbee: 
their duties and callings ? "The Apo-= 


J file him ſelfe will aunſvvere-? "LE 
| ly in tne next Verſes , and PÞ oY by 


and fullye determine all thoſe quite 
ons, ſaying: Theſe membersare 
. ther DoRoures to teache, Paitours 
| extiort, Elders'torule, 


-» 


_ Saints, which are taught,cxhorted,ru- 
ted, and receyue almes and relicfc,no. 
 moc,no fewer. So the neceslity ot the 
relation playnly. prooueth, and theſe 
are ſucheas are able to execute and 
perform, . any duery belonging tothe 
perfect building yp , and adorning of, 
the myiticall -body of Chriſte, as fall 
hereaftcr appeare more ar large,in the 
particular handling of euery ſcuerall 
. - office. Now 1 beſecch you, Jet vs iudge 
-1ndifferetly of the body of the church. 
of England, whether it bee perteQ or 
no, hauing no want ofany neceſlarye 
_ member, neyther any vnneceſflarye 
*.. too much.” For if nature lack any one, 
+ beitneuerſo baſef it be bur one Toe 
- ſheisfory, ſhe is greeued, ſhee lament-- 
. cth, ſhe 1udgeth-her ſelfe maimed:yea, 
*- ſhe woulde redeeme ir with the perill 
.* of looſingthereſt:ſach is her lote and 
.defireto appeare in her beautye and 
| aid. The charch of God in Eng-. 


cr attenders yppon the 
tc, theretore ſhee hangeth. downe 3 
head for heauinefle : hereyes be  *-- 
dleared with teares, her cheekes bee _ 
"dcfiled with the water of her eye 
heart is heauy with ſorrow, her bone D 
| are withered with drinefſe, her whole 
body 1s clothed in ſackdoth, the lyerh, — 
| incaues and dennes, being almoltea- - © 
j ſhamed toſhew-her face,hauing C nn E "Xo 
| tormed and maymed. a body.,,W 
| ought to be as bright as the Sunne, &&: _ 
| 88 faire as the moone:yea,of tenthou- 
| and the cheefeſt: Agayn,on the other — © 
- fide: if nature, doefſpie in the bodyany. = 
| ſuperfluous member, as if ſhee hane 2 
« three hands;three feete,or fix tingers,: I 
- by and by ſhe miſliketh her ſelfe, ſhee - 
B hateth [the (i uperfluity , ſhe labourech: 2 
| tocutit off, becauſe ſhee is contented _ - + 
| with her ſe}fe; defiringno moe partes. 
then ſhe hath: nay,baving ifir be but. -. 
2 knob of 'flcſhe , that 15 more 1 
de have many mems. 


. , 


- which is hatefull : euen of ISit 
with the church and poule of Chriſte 
in-England.For, asſheec is greeued for 

helack of thoſe parts which are wan- 
: ſo ſhee abhorreth and loatheth 
as are abounding: as namely, the. 
ings of Archby. Byſh.Deans, Arch- 
deacons,Deacons,Chancellers, 'Com- 
ies, fficials, and all ſuch as be 
rather members & parts of the whore 
and Strumpet of Rome, then of the 
pure virgin & Spouſe of the immacu- 
culate Lambe. Therefore ſhe defireth. 
theſe, if they willneedes be of her bo- 
dy,they woulde ſhew that they be cre- 
ated of God,and vnited by Chriſt her - 
head vnto her:IF they wili necdes bee 
of the heauenly Hieruſalem, let them: 
ve-that they-came downe from 
Heaven , and who gaue them from 


are elpyed: nowe the Churc 
playneth of them, both 
hey. haue no Title, nor intereſt in it 
5publique perſons:and alfo bec 
the lengthe of theire volawfull 
| wordes, they keepe onate the lawfull 
| members of the body. Wee therefore 
"thatare the Lords remembrauncers, 
| muſt neuer let him reſt, - rill hee: haue 
| expelled them oute of -Hieraſalem , - -- 
| wherein they hauc no right to exer- 
| dſe ſuch ynlawtull authoritye. And. 
| for my parte, I humblye deſire and 
| beſecche all that are in higher pla- 
| &s, and haue accefſe vnto her ma- 
| teſtye, that rhey woulde for the loue 
| they'beare to the church of Chrilt,in 
| tender compasfion, looke vppon our 
{ Church;which maketh ſo iuft a com- 
| Playnte : that they. woulde ſende for- | 
the Preachers of 'the-worde;,/inquire _ 
whar is lackinge, and 'what 1s too. _ - 
| much, and fo repayre and builde wp _..: 
the walles of Hiernſalem,the praiſe of 


w E 5 ; . % EE 5 


'The Geinde rule is, ' thatthe mem- 
bers of the body muſt haue but one 
office, that is, they muſt haue cuerye 
one his ſeuerall and diſtin office. For | 
God is notthe authour of contuſion, 
but of good order, and neceſlary di- 

= ſuin&ion.So ſayth Pa alll: there are diner- 
"+5 fic of giftes and | hniinaion, of opera= 
tions: yet, but one Frrite, one Lorat , one 
God which warketh allin all. Andleaſte 
auye ſhoulde obie&, that this maye_ 
be, and yet not let why one man may . 
.not haue many gifts: for though they 
be diuerſe, onein reſpeR of another, 
yet they may agree in one man : wee 
muſt conſider that the Apoltle ſpea- 
keth here, of divers members of one 
body,& meaneth. tharecuery one muſt 
= his ſeuerall office, that maketh it 
| a ſeuerall member for to' profite o- 
thers. So teacheth the ſame Apoſtle, 
thar thoſe giftes are not onely diſtin- 
guithed in nature, but alſo in perſon : 
heſaith,To one i giuen the word of wiſ- 
dome, wnto_ another the words $6 ; cp 
rage. Ley honoree 


je properand ſeu 
tay vie itto the common commo- «. 
yot all his fellow members, It the 
urall members of the bodye, doe - 
fly perfourm their ſcuerall du- 
$,then 1t muſt needes goe well with 
body, and nature muſt needes de- . 
tand take great pleaſure in it;but | 
contrarily, one member do encroch 
ppon the office of another, ir muſt 
 needes tend te the deſtruRion of the 
{ body. So afſuredly the eſtate of the _ 
' Church is beſt, and moſte flouriſherh, 
| when there is ney ther too many, nor 


re 


in 
$3 
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| too fewe members, according to the 
| Iritrule, neyther confuſion of offices 
| Xcotding to the ſeconde: Seeing then 
| (beloued) in our Church,the'Deacon 
| Incrocheth'ypon the office of the pa- 


: » 


a 
pende from the Sacramentes- 
communicate): the Door 


differently teach,exhort, and miniſter 
the ſacraments )the eccleſiafticall per- 
ſonvppon the office of the ciuil magi- 
trate:and contrarily, the ciuill vppon, 
.the eccleſiaſticall (for they interchan- 
geably handle & difcide ciuil & ecclefi 
a{tical controuerſies: )ſecing Iay, here 
- Is nodiſtin&ion, bur cofuſion : no c6-. 
tenting with one duty, but incroching | 
ypon many, no wiſe order in gouetn- 
ment, but a fooliſh & pernicious ſhuf- 
feling together of diuers duties, which | 
the Lord hath here andelſe-where,n ' 
_ ſundryplaces of his worde-: diſtingui- 
ed : hane we not iuſt and neceſſarye 
© cauſe to beſeech and pray ſuch as bee 
In. authority,, not to ſuffer their eye. 
lidseyther to ſlumber or ſleepe, till | 
they haue remooned theſe ſuper- 
fluytics , ſupplied theſe vvantes, and 
_, refourmed this intollerable confu- 
hon, thatthe bpdye of the Churche 
-. May appear in her perfe& beauty an 


c 3. rule 15, theſe many mem! 
-muſthaue but one heade, towne 
_-they are moſte nearelyand' ſur 
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dof whome they muſt be on 
he naturall body, becauſe they are 
nany toyntes and bandes, fitly and 
coupled to the heade, they re- 
we life, ſence, power,faculty,motion 
adſtrength to perform their duties, | 
nd mutually to help one another,& 
this is done, by the vertue of this 
rall vnion . For if that were not, 
rt were. able to ſerue eyther it 
, or any other, ſo that beeing in -- 
ws ynio they line, being ſcuered th 
ye and periſh : cuen ſo it fareth wit! 
6 a of the Churche, for they 
veing by ſpirituall ioynts and bands, 
wrely vnired and knit to Chriſte their 


” 
BY 
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1 
| m,wiſedome 
| ſenſe for feeling, and: 


| &s, and ftrength to d 
| gainſt all aduerſary F 
$4 = 


| byyſhippe, yyhi n him {elſe . 
; Fee -are the te 


1 receiue piritual nouriſhment, 
to life cuerlating, and all thinges thar 
ttaineth to our helth;if we be our 
 ofhim, we cannot buc dyc,and that = 
tervally. He onely is the Vine where- 
ewe mult be grafted: he only is the 
zande that bin eth vs vnto him: the 
braunches- that are not in the Vine, 
muſt needes wither and dye:ifhe bind 
vs not ynto him ſelfe, we muſt needes: 
*ſcatter abroade, and fall aſunder one 
'from another:He onely is the cauſe of 
all vnion with'him ſelfe, and among 
the members , tþ make all the mem- 
rs at onewith him, and with them 
felaes, And alſo to take away all diffe- 
rags and diſcord : he hath giuen not 
/ notan' Archbyſh. or Byſhop, | 
ere was perfe& vnion before 
Joy were, though they falſly beare vs 
ihande, thattheſe are for the main- 
tenautice of peace and vnity 
les, 'Euangeliſtes, Prc 
tors and teachers, by wh 
wee may bee folly lead to a perfeR v- 
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Ss of faythe | in Chriſte , ad to the 
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edone by his own giftes, muſt keep 
the mebers of his Church in perfe& 
ity, & by the alſo remoue al 1arring 
Iniudgement , and all diſcorde in afte- 
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downe from the heade , ſetin tune al 
the mebers of the church,thatwe may 
* once againe heare the fir{t ſong of the 
firſt Church, planted by the Apoſtles 
_- [the whichit we can ( as nodoubt the 
Lorde will giue vs to doe) Iam per 
ſwaded,as he will preferre it before al 
 _.___.._ other harmonies that haue beene, ſq 
| wee {hall reſt init without wearineſſe 
_-ordeſire of chaunge. 
DJ Againe,if all the members ſubmitte 
= | themlſelues to the gouernment of* the 
2 . head, andonelyfollow it, then there 
CE can be neither deſire of rule, no 
breach of anye good order : But thi 
> admitting of two heades and divers 
'_ _ Jawes,as it maketh a monſtrous bo- 
dye, ſo a contrarye gouernement, 
-both which nature and good reaſon, 
=: miſlyke and condemne. Yea though 
E -\. got altogeather, yet in ſome part wee 


ET ce theſe diſorders in our Church: 
© *. :*. Forwhatelſeis the ſole authoritie, of 
== one priuate man, to rule ouer is fel 
= T7 lowbrethren, rochyde them, to cor- 
=_ re& them, to puniſh them, to ſuſpende 
{-; them from theiroffice, yeaand Th 
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]Wihiich nothing a yneth to himy - 

= Wofon then.” And I beſeeche 
vo tell me ,- doe they all this by the 
es of Chriſt? 
Gurely (deare Chriftians) we muſte 
kdwill appeale vnto their honours, 
bm theſe vnalawfull juriſdictions : if 
rexch falſe doarine, let vs in the 
rence of her maieſtic , and they all 
rconfuted : if we hane offended, we 
te no puniſhment. We are called, 
Wwe are ſlaundered of the papiſtes 
id others, with the dineliſhe ſet of 
tanes: we are-thought to beare 
ace good will vnto her matcſltc. 
fell howſoeuer men indge of vs, we 
©that we are by the Es of GOD, 
for my ſelfe I wil anſwere (and Iam 
flwaded that al that be of my indg- 
ent are of - the ſame minde_) tou- 
gmy love and affection towardes 
F loneraigne and gracious Prince:” 
Moteſt here before God , his Aun- 
lesand you all-, that to ſave her 
ueſties life, Lwoulde gine my right 

de : what ſayde I? Nay afſyredlye 


the Lorde liucth , to prolong her. 
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2 -eA podly Sermon, 


* life but one howte, I woulde poure 
out all the bloud in my heart, thoug 
it ſhould runne a thouſand yeare.An 
I perſwade my ſelfe moreouer, thatj 
her maieſty ſhoulde heare and know 

_- the grounds of this doarin,we ſhoul 
not long pray for the reformation 6 


_ theChurch, Wong: Y 
The fourth and laſt rule is, Ewe 
member muft bee one anothers men 

er, that is, hauing a peculier office 
ſeruing to the benefite ef al the mem 
bers, that, by diligence and loue mn 


be imployed for the preſeruation 0 
the whole body;and not for ourow! 
profite. For euen the leaſt and baſel 
member is neceſſarye, and theretor 
not to be neglected or to be diſpiſec 
Thisrule,as it requireth a diligent and 
continuall ſernice of euery memb 
ſo it condemneth all idlenefle, ani 
negle& of duty. ]f the members oft 
naturall bodye, ſhoulde fayle in the! 
ſeucrall duties, would we not by ant 
by iudpe, that there were in theme} 
ther want of love vnto others, 0 It 
ability in nature, and alſo thit thi 
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deſtruftion of the body?I am ſure you 
will graunt it. What ſhall we ſay then 
of the members of our Church, which 
re ſo 1dle 1n their callings,may we not 
molt 1uſtly condemne them for want 


Fot loue?for loue 1s the bond of perfe- 
Gon, which bindeth. together the 
,Micartes of the ſayntes, by her labour 

and trauell ſhe taketh, in helping & 


feleeuing them: ſhee ſeeketh not. her 


\Fownc,ſhe refuſerh no payne, ſhee fea- 


th no perill,ſhe diſdayneth no -baſe-- 


+8 : . 
\Micſſe, fo that the members and ſaints 


Fot Chriſte, may bee bettered by her. 


Butalaſſe, where is ſhee in our Chur- 


es? verily ſhe commeth not abroad 


our ſtreets, ſhe ſheweth not her 


not in pulpit dayly , ſhee is fayneto 
hide her ſclfe in certaine corners of 


1.Cor, I 3.Fo 


Wilfe in our aſſemblies,ſhee appeareth' _ 


the Churche, for. ſeeing that ſome . 


preach not at all, ſome ſeldome, ſome _ 


Fe moe charges then is posſible for 


them to diſcharge: -ſome ſcek diſpen- 


lations, ſome faculties : ſome ſue for. 


commendationg, ſome one thing, 
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ſome for another : can wee think 
that they perſwade them ſelues t 
_ bee members of others, ſcruaunte 
' to other members,and not to the 
- \ . * ſeluesonely ? they hauc handes,eyes 
A and cares, bur they reache to them 
_ \. ſelues, not to others : they ſee to 
 _ * '4 © themfſclues, notforothers:theyh 
 _ _ _-. _ _ but not for others. Moreouer,wherci 
= 4... + = 3s ſaide, thatwe are one anothers mem 
Z | bers : we mult knowe that in diſpiſin 
E others,we diſpiſe our (clues, and hu 
-our ſ{clues: for wee depriue our {clue 
of thoſe benefites, which other ſhoulc 
miniſter ynto vs , for our health anc 
.  peace,we ought then rather to. not 
riſh and cheriſh them, becauſe wee 
maye reape  greate good of them 
But ſuch 1s the blindenefle and ſen 
kfle dulnefſe of many in our Church 
that they cſteem nothing of the mer 
bers, that the Lorde hath giuen anc 
ordained, for their ſingular commodt 
ty.God hath gjuen vs in, great mercy; 
Paſtoures and Doors to be our cies 
toleade and diredt vs in the wayes of 
. tructhe aad holinefle , Elders, and 
Om on Lene: 


[ 


«Deacons to be our handes, to keepe 
[ysand holde vs in the way, and alſo 
x 'toreach vnto vs thoſe thinges wee 
want: Attenders vpon ys,to bee oure 
Wy feete when we are notable to goe. 
| Andyet(O Lorde) wee deſpiſe them, 
oO wederide them:nay, that which is in- 
ug credible, though they bee the Lordes 
WF owne gifts,we will not be perſwaded, 
W that they wi!l, or can do vs any good, 
or bring any ornament to the body. 
The Lorde for his mercy ſake open 
 oureyes, that we may ſee, and mol- 


| fy our ſtony. heartes, that wee maye-- —- 


* loue our fellow members, and ſerue 
' them in tender compasſion for e- 
| ver, For alaſſe, this is a miſerye, and 
agreate vexation of ſpirite , that ma- 
| nye Churches haue neyther eyes, 
- nor handes, nor feete : ſome haue 
| blinde eyes and maymed Handes, 
| and yetno man lamenteth : no man. 
' weepeth for the miſerye of Sion, no 
' man goeth about to reſtoore her to 
her perfe& proportion, and comelye 
beauty. Thus you ſee this generall Jaw 
- what is;the twodeclarations Row 
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Of,the contrarye and ſimilitudes, how 
excellent, how worthye, how profita. 
ble, how cercaine, conſtaunt, and vn- 
 chaungeable . For asitis in the body, 
ſo in the Church , keepe all, preſerue 
all, keepe ſome, preſerue ſome, keepe 
* none, preferue none, chaunge one, 
ſome,or all,then you breake the lords 
decree and ordinaunces eſtabliſhed in 
his Church. Wherfoge to make an end 
of this part,it appertaineth to their H, | 
(asthey wil anfwere before God at the 
dreadfull day of iudgement ) to roote 
-.- _ outallproud, inſolent, and ambitious 
7 members from the Church and com- 
; mon wealth, wyſely and diligently to 
plant, wyſe,modelt, ſober,andſounde 
= gouernours : in both to prouide that 
|  -. . Ceuery one,according to'the grace re- 
= cciued occupie his talent: that in the 
church they ſhred of al ſuch ſuperflu-. 
= ous members and ſupplye the wants 
E | + out of the word, that they auoyd con- 
fuſion, and preſerue it from deſtrudt-' 
_ on, that they ſeek for vniry in one on- 
*Iy head Ieſus Chriſte,and in the conti- | 
nuall practize of his lawes ; Regt ; 
| - that 
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- that they baniſheal idle perſons'from 
 theCitic of God, and compelleuerye - 
| member by loue to ſcrue the whole 
| body.It they do this,then they ſhal ſee 
the Church of Chriſt, to appeare to be 
ſuch a one, as Chriſt deſcribeth herto 
bein the ſonge of ſonges, and as ſhee 
was1n her yong and tender ageinthe 

_ time of the Apoſtles : It not, I am to 

conclude thus. O England, Englande, 
that thou kneweſt thoſe things which 

belong vnto thy, peace, but now they 

we hidden from thine eyes. 

Thus much. of- the generall law ap- -- 2 
pertayning to all : Now followeth the 5 
ſpeciall appertayning to ſome . Seeirg * = 3 
" then we hawe giftes that are diners, accor-" © 
ding to the grace that 1s ginen to vewhes 
ther we hane propheſie let vs propheſie ,, 46+ 
cording to the proportion of faith:ar an office, 
let vs waite vpon the office. ” Oe, 

This ſpeciall lawe concerneth onely 
ſuch,as be publique perſonnes in the 
Church, whereas the former touched 
| all in generall. Andas by the former, 
Ul men were- charged to /content 


them ſclues with their ſcuerall cal A475 
OE  lings 
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linges & gifts:ſo by this,publique per- 

ſons are charged to abide in their ſcue- 

F _rallcallinges, asin their ſeucrall ſtan- 

ding places, without breaking vppon 

 thetunGctions of others, or enuying 

their gyftes; and therfore he doth not 

4 '__ menttonany extraordinary but onely 

| ordinary gyttes, wherein men muſt a- 

byde to the comming of Chriſte, and 

which we muſt onely deſire. Where he 

ſayth,Secing then.cc.We note that the: | 

. Apoſtle raketh it for a certainc and an |! 
infallible rule, that the Lorde had eſta- 
- _ , bliſhedand alreadygiuen theſe diuers 

*,—  egyttesvnto his Church. For he ſayth, 
iS id: According tothe grace which is ginen vnto 
"vs. And when he ſayeth, That whether 
propheſis or an office,let vs abyde therin, He 
gfueth a playne commandement, and 

a perpetual law vnto the church,to re- 

. tayneand keepe them for euer : vnto 
. . publique perſons or officers, to ſerue 
the Church in the :. to priuate men,to 
make their profit of them. That God 
gaue them, it is manifeſt alſo in other 
places. Epheſians the 4. chapter the 11. 

and 12.yerſcs. Chriſt aſcending gaue ſome 

T Wh SE Es = 3 
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tobe Apoſtles,ſome Prophets, ſame Enangee. 
ijtes ro plant the Church, ſome Paitoure 
and Dottanrs to keep it for cuer. Again 
I,Corrm.12, 28,vcric. Ged hath orday- 

. vedin the.Church , firſt eApoſtles ſecondly 
Prophetes,both for atyme, thirdly rea- 
chers, helpers and goucrnours to rule 

_ the Church vnto the ende. 

Agayne Paule wicneſſeth, that, for 
the adding of that which was wan- 
ting,& namely for ordaining of Elders 
in cuery Citie, he left Tims 1n Creta: 
2s he alſo deſired Timothie to abyde 
at Epheſ , that he might bea meanes... 
to bring in Paſtours,DoRours, Elders, : 
Deacons, and Widowes: for clſe to.- 
what purpoſe ſhoulde hee wryte of 
theſe offices ? Therefore the Apoltle, 
may wel take it for a recciued grquad, 
whereof no man then doubted, that * * 
God had ginen diuers giftes,for the 
continuall and perfe& gouernment of 
his Church (for here he ſayeth rhey 
had receiaed them by grace-):ſo that | 
vpo this ground he buildeth his gene- 

. rall commaundement, wit ch hee aP” 
plicth ſcuerally to cucrye perticular 
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_ calling heere mencioned. Where hee 
_ laith,according to the grace giuen me. Ob. 
ſcrue two things; firſt, that cuery ec- 
cleſiaſticall calling,mult hauc ioyned 

_. withit, tome ſingular grace of God : 
ſecondarily , that euery of theſe fun- 
tions here named, are the ſcuerall 
gittes of the mercye of God (as the 
worde fignifieth) moſte bountifullye 
beſtowed vppon the Church. Where- 


| _ foreifany abuſetheſe,heabuſeth the 


liberality and bounty of God:if any 
take theſe yppon him, not adorned 
with that grace, which God hath an- 
- necxedto them, he diſhonoureth the 
gluer, & bringeth the giuer into con- 
tempt : ifanye bean enemyeto theſe, 
is he not an enemy to the grace of 
Behold then I beſcech you, what we 
doe when we ſpeak of Paſtours , Do- 
Rours,Elders,Deacons and widowes.. 
" Verily, verily,we in the perſon of God 
inthe name of Chriſte beſeeche you, 
whereas we haue authority. to com-. 
maund you; to receiue theſe giftes. It 
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neceſſary and profitable for you, yea, 3 
_ they be the ſweete graces of God: if #14 
ou reſpeR the giuer, hee jitis that "J 
hath giuen himſelt for you,it isnowilſ-_ E 
dome to refuſe fo good giftes of fo  .. z 
louing a friend: he giueth cheerefully 6 
and plentifully powreth his benefites 2 
vpon vs,it we refuſe them, that ſhal be 
ſuch vnkindneſfle, as I am notable to. 
expreſle.It followeth, whether wee hane 


propheſielet Vs rh Fc. 
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Firſt hereduceth all the ordinary 
fun&ions,which were ordcined in the 
Church, and which are perpetually to 4 
be retayned, for the happy ſucceſſe & % 3 

 preſeruation thereof, vnto two gene- "2H 
rall heades: that is to ſay, vnto pro- 
phetes and officers,diuiding eyther of 
—_— into their ſeuerall rmeres 

Lappear more playnly in the perti- 
cl iſcourſe.In thin he ſaith,vhethey . 
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we haze propheſie, by it he meaneth: ol ee?” 
any ſingular gift to foretell that whickr”* 
15 to come: but an ordinary oh of in- 
terpreting the writingesof the Pro- 
phets,and- other Scripture,to the es 2 
dification of the Hearer. Th RE 2 


. A 
BE 6 6 
9” 


F 


Cor. 14.5% 


Prepoſition Pro,being ſometimes in 


the place of Ypo, the worde doth well 
| admitthat fignification, whercin it is 
 vieddiuers times in the newe Teſta- 


ment. 1 woulde that 'ye all Shake ſtraunge 
languages , but rather that ye propheſied, 
And agayne, We kyow in part, and wee 
Rrophecy in part, Nowe, that heere it is 
o to bee taken 1n that fignification, 
appeareth: firſt,in that hee reteineth 
it among the ordinary gifts: ſecond- 
ly,in that hee tieth and limitteth it,to 
bee moderated and: ruled by the pro- 
portion of faith:Thirdly,in thathe c6- . 


+ mandeth the prophet to abide in that 
calling: Fourthly , in that immediat- 


= « hee yrhome God hathe called ſin- 
E % _ £ o E | þ 
> h | | 
£ h A | 


ly after, he diuideth itinto the office 
of the DoRor and Paſtor : all which, 
cannot agree with the giftes of fore- 


telling things to come.For that 1s not 


ordinarye, not-alwayes limitted, not 
alwayes to bee retayned, neyther 1s 


 * > | common to the DoRour and the 


Paſtour, therefore it muſt needes bee 
thus expounded in this place, as wee 
hane fayde*: ſo that' the meaning 1s: 


cerely - 


FR , IP ABIt F £ "Re AE EA >. 
F xo R a LEE BY ai WIN £99 ; ; cho 5 W 0- - 1 
NY ISS 3 4VSs £ * Ci "YL 2204 x LIE —_— 02 SLES 3" HS 
i CE or EE Af iS oy” Ch Le 38.5 ee ES ZZ Lean candes!s >. 
"tat SEAS NI HE -—: Nr SBS a ed" BEE: en 9 $335 ' AL 
. EX a 9 


, G ; - 7 IM i CV OS IND A ISS ; Es Wt 45 A \ #4 
" a . o f > $4 Hd 75 , Edt v4 3s. 4 he he” 2 ES RS = Ya - yo . 
$1 nt. a Ws Pu To bot > xo ARE SEE OTE ISAT od. ET x 1 > * - s NY; 
f on nt bog 1H Sh IGE = 4 _ Se ney ; ._ EIY Þ > , - 
a 4 8 wa IG, n ed AEST, 8 4 fe A 8 RS we. os bw, 4 P j 
Ni RS PIE ES ond IE nn apts WC e034 EO ID os : - 
{8 WA ns I En Wo A SOIT CET UT, Os NP LN F V7 3 F _ 
; y 7 " 5c RM! - $ . . | ; 
” was” 4 way : 
x * £ 
F A "33 F " 
$ 4 : 
+ « 
1 
, 
# 
? " Y 
- 
ol 


£ ” Pan - "_ bo - e ”: Y 37 F F: «: 7 N . < 
OI IE 3 3 NINE BL es Lt 1 BE ADS. a Corded EEE ad Y 
EU IE IL WET 1 OY ot OE I; 9 . 
2) CY 4 akee2s SO WT - 3 P E 
3 wtf OR RES. VINE edu + 
he 8 IN Od s D 


cerelye to interpret his worde, to the 
profite of his people, let him abide 


worde 1s wantinge in the Greeke 
Text, yet eyther that,or ſome other of 
the like force, muſt neceſſarilye bee 
vnderſtoode,as the Greeke Scholiaſt 
and other writers doe well note. But 
- what is ment heere by, The proporti- 
on of Fayth ? To omit the opinions 
of men,I take it to be the ſame which 


as if he ſhoulde ſay: he thatis lawful- 
 lycalled by the Churche, truely and 


purely to expound the Scriptures, to - 


the edification of the hearer, let him 
abide therein, according to the pro- 
portion or meaſare of his gifts, which 
are giuen him to occupy and ex-; 

_ erciſe in Fayth:for God hath giuen, 
to ſome more, to ſome leſſe : yet» 
and ſometimes bleſſeth him that hathy 
lefſe,ore'than him that hath more. 
Therefore euerye man being called, 

| muſt abide therin,and occupy his pro, 

 pertalent and gift, with all aligns | 


in that fun&ion . For albeit, that 


the Apoſtle before named, the mea- 
ſure of Fayth : and the meaning to bee; -- 
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Ps  andfaith,to the edification of his own 
+ 8 flocke:” Whereby we may plainely ſee, 
A _ whataprophetis. A prophetis a mem 
ber or miniſter of the worde of God, 
which abydeth in the true and ſincere 
interpreration thereof, to the edifica- 
- tionof his owne peculier flocke.. So 
| -  Paule chargeth the biſhops at Epheſis, 
” , __ todoAd>.20. The word tranſlated of- 
- fice, ſignifieth here all other ordinarie 
_ funciions, beſides the paſtour and do- 
our. Indeed it is ſometimes taken 
in ſcripture ,gencrally for all eccleſia- 
ſticall functions, and ſomerime apply- 
ed tothe cluill magiſtrate : but that it 
: ___ I$not fo takenhere, itis manifeſt, by 
> _ thediſfiunRiue propoſition , either of 
,_- __ whoſeparts,cannot by any rule of rea 
+ © - ſoncomprehend both. Wherefore as 
= the prophete -hathe to handle the 
word,ſo the officer hath to handle not 
it,bur other neceſſary duties, wherein 
. he maſt al(6 conginue with giligence | 
and fidelitic. EY L 
.* « Letysprocecd to the ſcuerall brann- 
_ -ches; Orhee that reacheth on teaching. 
_ Theſe wordes as they ſhew the _ 
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efthe doctor, whetin he muſt be cone *< 42 
Fannally occupyed, not breaking in yp- *. © 
[pon any other. ciuill or eccleſiaſtical 
calling. So they may teach vs together 
whata. true Doour and teacher 1s, 
how to define and diſtinguiſhe hin; 
fromall othcr miniſters in the church, 
ADoRour. or teacher is a prophet, 
Fch truely, ſoundly, and reuerently 
[Epounding the Canonical ſcriptures, 
'continueth in teaching true dotrine _.=* 
| mto his owne people, for the cltably- 8 
| fng of their mindes in the truth ; If 0 
' any doubt of the truth hereof, he may © © 
[35 well doubr of the ſcriptures them- 
flues, out of thewhich euerye part 

| hereof is drawne.For the Apoſtle here 

| Galleth the: DoRour a prophet : that 

' he moſt interpret the Canonical ſcrip- 
tures, appeareth. Firſt by the fourth of 

the 1.0f Per.Ler him that ſpeaketh, ſpeake 

4 the wordes of God : Secondly,becauſe > 
who knoweth not that the ſcriptures” =... 
are given of the holy ghoſt,b are ul. nmay 
-$cient:to teach all truth, and that tne! moan 
'Church' is buylt "pon this dodrine? *  *" 
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tures which witneſſe of him,and tea- 
cheth by them the truth, & confuteth 

errors: therfore he mull onely expoid 

_ the canonical! ſcriptures,not the Apo- | 

cripha, or any mans writinges. For the 

- Lord will have nothing brought into 

his holye aflemblye, bur that which he 

_ hath appoynted. And therefore albeit 

” there were great. corruption in the {y- 

_ __nagogues of the ewes, yer the hiſtories 

of the 4s of the Apoſtles declare, that 
nothing was'readeand expounded in 

. them, but the law and the prophertes, 

' notſo mich as the Caldye paraphraſt. 

_ Foras the prophets might nor in cal- 

E ling the people togeather, blowe anye 
= triipets, but thoſe which were made & 
I ſet apart for that purpoſe, by the com- 
mandement of God. Numb. 10.2.8.50 
oughtnot the miniſters of God to cx- 

- poundor read openly in the congrega 
tion any writings, but onely the cano- 

. | nicall ſcriptures, which the Lord hath 

fet aparte and ſan&Rified for that vie. 

Jeng That he muſt do it properly, purely, & 
= reuerentlye, appeareth by Perer be-. 


£ fore cited, he mult ſpeak as the rows 


_— 


oo # bdaKcTy 3-8... . " 
%.Þ 3 OY 1 Eo ore OF IPL 3 A 
* es: h » ;E a oY 


is MAR Fo WES PL LN 
CW CY wr © VLOs ac ne ae Rs AO rIeet bb 8 
s of © 0s or poo CHENEy 2 C LE 3. TE, ao T8 ky: 
- SEE np ” *Y s * > : FOES. To NET K or 
_—_ 2 : v 4 LEE 7 Z RSS GP - 46 £4 ly of M ; 4h #5 ak > . 
— C's, : Ke : PS WO re 4E "FI * Mx > FP SILEn4 bo. ow nad 3 %, i $$ 5 
RE PET - " > 6 ; S Cs Fl 23. 5 7 &. Ld? : Fs oat; 0 15,208 by hgh 48 *+ - of 4 » 4 
5 : 6c; 2 g' 2. 25 : x3 Rs RAS OH ee : MEE who's EO & 
: ; ws * v a 2 (02 og WOE T2 I ESTI NAS 7s *.£ S 
b $ W "S "9 bg % REY ONES. Po. uk 2 bx Dy: RY. *__ nM 
- ; *s O95 A EIT |! SMP Wo 
4 WE y 2 5's 5 Of ye Ee. - 4 RE NS es * 
; $ : EET ads Tos, #47 OE... CT 4: JE4S- " 
X K+ "a wt : +. -S&: _ . ER NS kn of .F- 
i 4 G : 4 5 a P "po. of Fo : : A = 
. » 2 7 * t. . Bs... + F< , U * 
q * x 5 a L _— <A »* BY 25 _ on . it & $& F 
q " Y ” L * ax 2 > 
: + ; py F: $4 5 ” 5 > & ' wes 5 
[ ! £ 8 <5 I , 9 6 TSS, 
f = . ” 
f £. "WF - 
| ; | ' ; . 
* . « 
s As 


4 concerning Chriſte,as of finceretie, 
z0t God,as in the ſight and preſence 
of God. 2. Cor.2.17, That he muſt be 
dligent and continue in teaching, the 
gnerall lawe proouecth it. Laſt of all, 


tie word it ſclfe proouecth : For there 
$2 neceſlarye relation betweene the 
teacher and the learner, the Doctor & 
the diſciple. How can he teach except 
he haue diſciples? howcan thoſe be his 


dciples,which do neither hearc him, - 


tor learne of him. The reaſon why he 
muſt do it diligently,to plant and eſia- 
bliſh his diſciples mindes inthe truth, 
becauſe we are very dull to conceiue 
and learne: and althogh lefare be vpo 
k&ure,doarine vpon dodtrine, herea 
little and there a little, yet we ſhall re- 
maine ignorant,and procecd ſlowly,it 
the truth be not ſoundly beaten 1nto 


ourheades . Againe, becauſe by this _. 


means the paſtor ſhal hanemore tine 
mexhorting & applying his exhortatl 
onto the preſent neceſsity of his peo- 


, 


truth 
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of God . Paul teſtifieth thar he ſpake + 


tat he muſt do it to his owne people, 
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+ - _ truth to his people by, expounding 
En” the {criptures ? muſt he not alſo con- 
fute errours, and {toppe the mouth of 
the aduerſary?No doubt he muſt. But 
we muſte acknowledge here the wyſe- 
dome of the holy Ghoſt, which mea- 
neth here, by teaching the trueth, the 
 confutation alſo of errour,for the rule 
of truth is alſo the rule of falſhoode: 
_ For as light expelleth darkneſſe, ſo 
truth falſhood, and who 1s better able 
; to confute errours, then he that kno- 
weth the true meaning of the worde. 
Eg _ _-Thus youſee what a true teacher 1s, 
 -— and wherein his whole fun&tion con- 
WE! ſiſteth. There remayneth nothing but 
"I to giue himthis ſcholers, and to ſet 
 - = _ himonworke:foras the DoRor mult 
En contintie 1n true, ſound, and pure doc- 
 trine : ſo his ſchollers muſt ſearchdi- 
ligently, according to the example of 
- the noble-men in the 4&s 17. Whe- 
- ther his do&rine be true or not. Whe- 
therit be ſoundly and purely gathered. 
_ out of the wordeor not . As he 151g? 
+. - - Herentlyto handle theworde, ſo they 
=. _ muktreuerently recciuc it, as fromithe- 
- i" rea yt mou 
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mouth of God. 2 : 
The next braunch or ſpeciall, which 
'Ebriit hath given to his Church, is the ' 
gittes of exhorcation,elſe where called 
MW tbe paſtour , who as the teacher is 0c- 
MW cupyed abour the reaſonable parte of | 
W tbe minde,therin to plant true know- v5 
ledge and ſound dottrine: ſo he 1s oc- | 
cupicd about that part , wherein the 
alteations haue their abode, to bring 
the heart and will to continuall obe- 
dience of the truth, which is ſo much 
[more neceſſary then the other, by how 
much the lord is more delighted with 
obedience, then with naked and bare — = 
knowledge. The deſcription of the pa- 
tour and his office , briefely becauſe - . 
[time paſſeth, is this. A paſtour 15a pro», 
phet, that.vpon ſound dodatrin groun- 
ded vpon the ſincere interpretation of _ 
the ſcripture, continueth in exaortas |. _ 
tion wiſely applyed to the preſent vie, - * - RR 
| neceſsitie, and edification of his peo ' 2 2 
ple, andin the adminiſtration of the 8 
acramentes : all the partes whereof, _” 
"h ay appeare in this ſort. Doctrine is — 
' the grounde, cucry exhortationnot.  - *Þ 
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and vaniſheth away as ſmooke in the 


 {criptures are able to inſtruct the doc- 
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builded thereon, ils fruitleſſe & veake, 


winde, though it bee zealous yet iris 
blind and without knowledge, As the 


tor with all knowledge intecaching, ſo 
the paltour in exhorting and improo- 
uingand correQting. It is certaine that 
obedience is the ende of exhortation, 

and that fayth is the mother of obedi- 
ence,and that faythdeaneth only vpon 


. the word. Rom.10.Hebrues.11.4.7.8 


17.27.28. Moreouer the Stewarde of 
the lords houſe muſt be not only faith 
full. Iwk. 12. 41.butalſo wyſe to giue 


\ his ſeruants their portion 1n due time. 


The Lordes children are not all of one 


Ba ageandftrength, and therefore their 
| ſpiritupilfarher muſt feede ſome with 


ike, and ſome with ſtronger meate, 
-Zccordin g tortheir ſcuerall neceſsitie, 
"Ihe diuider of the worde muſte cut 1t 
aright.2. Timothie.2. 15.The paſtour 
becing a learned Scribe, is like the 
wyſc houſholder which hath filled and 


: | farniſhed al his treaſure houſes with al 


 Roorenewandold, cxhortation muſt 


be 
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of godly Sermon, 


be applyed to all eſtates high and low; 
 tiche and poore, bonde and freeflear- 
ned and vnlearned : the paſtour muſt "70 
" not onely leade his ſheepe into plea * 
"WI fant and holeſome paſtours, buralfo "0 
"i to heale the ſicke, ro bring home the 
"i firayes to ſtrengthen the weake, Eze- 
HI chicl.34.4: thac all theſe duties are to F 
' bedonne continuallye in his proper = 
| Place wherevnto the Lord hath called © 7 
him, itis manifeſt by the reaſon be- _ 
tore vſed Where ſhould the ſhepheard_ _. 
be occupied but where his ſheepe are? 
where ſhold the watchman watch-but EY 
| where hiscitic & towne is?the ſpiritu- = 
| enemies of our ſoul are many,ſtrog, | 4 
. might ,malitions,vigilant,ſubtill;and = 
full of deccipt, the ſheepe of the great 4 
paſture, few,weake, feeble,ſimple,dull, 
ynwiſe, therefore their keeper and de-- 5 
fender had need alwayes to beamong of 2h 
them, to know their wayes;to ſee heir 3:4 pl 
' goinge out, and their —_ ne REES . 
that he may the better goOmgree = Se. .» 
| them,in all ſounde doArine ana J —_ 
lineſle,keepe them to Chrilt an - = 5 
fende them from their enenues, ne 
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' muſt harken vnto the voyce of Chriſt, 
E-- - Feed fecd feed. He mutt be 1nſtant in fea- 
*  __ſonanduurot ſeaſon, and theretore 
continuallye abyde with his flocke: 
\** whichrodoe,as itisa molt profitable 
ducrtie both for the paſtour and the | 
flocke ; (oro leaue the flocke as many 
doe, and feede and watch where they- 
——_ haue no flock,is moſt hurttul to both: 
= \_ .andthereforeall ſuch rouing paſtors, 
3 ' are by cordes to be tyed to their owne 
people.As before,teaching contayned 
the whole duty of the doctor : ſo here 
exhorting by a figure, ſignihieth all the 
| duerics of the Paſtour. For he exhor- 
{© --- teththe weake onesto take comfort 
 { * bytheſweete mercies and proniiſes of 
| God : the good he exhorteth to pro-: 
. ceed, partly by the feare of gods iudg- 
mentes, and partly by the Jouc of his 
mercies. The wicked he exhorterh to 
\ repentaunce by laying before them, | 
__theerernall and ſenere_iudgementes 
and curſes of God, and the multitude 
. ayd ercatneſle of their ſinnes. So that. 
|  thoſeare butmeanes 'to whet his cx- 
| © Hortation, thatitmay pearce and en- 


ter in, cuen to the. diuiding of the "0 
ſoulcand the fpirice. : ep he 
{| Now Lbeſeech you conſider, firſt the \# 
| wyſcdoine and mercy of God, inpro- _ 
uiding tor the people. Mans ſoul hath _— 
two partes, reaſon orthe minde, the - _—_ 
heart or the affeQion. By the fal of A- 
| dam, there is in the minde darkenefſe +. - 
and ignoraunce of the will of God,in = 
| the heart there is nothing bur rebelli- 
on andenemity againſt him, ſo that 
the ſcripture hath iudged vs to be by = 
_ nature the Children of darknefſe, and- -- 
' the ſonnes of rebellion. Now,the lord  _ 3 
 1nwiſedome and mercy hath giuen to 
| his Church,remedies to cure-theſfe di- 
| ſeaſes. Firſt a doRour,who by heauen- 
' liewiſedom in interpreting the word, I» 
is able ( the ſpirite working by his mi- 2 
 niſtery) to tranſlate vs from the king- +. Þ 
dome of darkneſſe,to the kingdom'of * 
| light and knowledge: then the paſtor, 
' -whome he hath ordayned to ſubdue 
 -and tame the rebellious motions of 
our hcartes, and make them obedient 
tothe will and truth of God. 'O the - = 
| nſpeakable wiſedom and _— 7 C/ _—_ 
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'eA podlySermon. 
God, who to caſte downe the ſtrong 
"2 \. hold$of ignorance & rebellion,which 
'_ —_ = by mturepoſſeſſed our ſoules, hath gi- 
- uen the miniſteries of the paſtour,and 
* doctor, which being gtuen of the king 
of kinges,and prince of princes, in the 
day of his coronation,when he led his 
enemies in triumph, to ſhew the glory 
. of his kingdom, & his princely power, 
can neither be. thought to be ſmall, 
=. neither lightly regarded without great 
-  __Hdiſhonour ynto the giuer , who hath 
S not left ys deſtitute, as we ſce,of anye 
- - © gift necefſaryfor our ſoules health. 
.__ -» Hethat diſtributeth in diſfribating with 
EA ſoplicitie, From the miniſters of the - 
worde,he commeth to other officers, 
which haue charge either of a part of 
the congregation, as Deacons and at- 
tenders vpon the ſicke,or of thewhole 
Þ® - [as Elders, ſhewing that theſe as they 
Ha are diuers piftes from the other, ſo _ 
-: they are very neceſſarye in their place. 
andqroome . The firſt is the Deacon 
_ called here the diſtributer,wherby ap-_ 
peareth-his office and funRion whatit 
 18:for a Deacon is an officer which c6- 
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- tinucth indiſtributing the commonli- 
beralitie of the Church, according to 
the neceſlirie ofal the poore members 
therof . The firſt part is plaine in this 
text, that hee is a diltributer of the 
Church goodes, appearcth in the 4.0f 
the Acts & 6. where many brought the - _ 
; price of their landes andhouſes which _— 
they had ſould, and layde the mony at .. 
the Apoſtles feere, to be diſtributed ro 
eucry manas he had need.Now the A 
poſtles that they might the betterat- 
tende ynto preaching & praying, were 
vpo neceſſary cauſes taine to giue ouer 
this charge ynto other called deacons, 
who the church cle&ed,as iris in Acts 
| 6.Therfore this is the Deacons office, 
| herein he muſt be occupicd,/tomarke 2? 
| the neceſsity of the pore, &according —- 
Jy todiſtribute. Whervps thatfollow- = 
eth,that he muſt know therefore their 
eſtate, their wealth,cheir - arges,their 
> cuſtom of ſpeding,whether it De MUCN 
' Orlittle , oy nenwecs ICI rrade of 
life, whether they be painfull or negit 
IÞ pf et therin:that he may diſtri 
'. " KNOV ledge, wido,iuſtice PO 
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plicitic and without reſpe& of per” 
fohs . All men cannot doe this,and it 
1s neceſſary that ſome. ſhoulde doeit: 
Therefore leaſt the children of GOD 
ſhoulde in beſtowing their liberalirie 
and almes behaue them ſelues difor- 
deredly,ſpilling where they ought to 
 ſpare,and holding backe their handes 
where: they ought to beſtow ; 1t plea- 
ſed our mercitull father,to caſe agreat”. 
BY many, & to lay the burden ypona few 
. "FF faythtull wiſe men, fall of the holye 
8 Ghoſt, that all thinges in the Church 
E ' _ - might bedone orderly and vprightly 
| inthe ſightof God. Thus we ſee the 
necelsitic of theſe officers, by whoſe 
 - Jabour and Godly#care, the ſicke, the 
Wy TUNgers or other ſaintes, vnable to 
earhe their owne livings by the ſweat 
of their browes, might be honeſtly 
_ _ maynrained by the liberality & boun- 
z Hfulneſſe of their brethren, vnto who 
--. God hath giuen aboundaunce for the 
-- Jupply of their want, . in ſuch ſort that 
there ſhould be, as it was foretolde by 
the-prophete, and to be ſecnein the 
- Primitiue Church no begger Ce” 
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He that ruleth with diligence, By the ru- 
|. lerhe meancth al thole that gouerned p 
| - the Church, wherof ſome labour both © 
'* in worde and gouernement, as the Pa  _*® 
{tours and DoRors, ſome onely in go- 
uernment, as the Elders called by the 
common name,as axle inthe 1. Tim, 
' $.17. Theſe Elders are church officers. 
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of all which perticular duties I cannor 
for lacke of time ſtande vyppon,onely I - 
: will quote the places of ſcripture. 

+ | Mathew the 22. chapiter, the 25.and 
"i ___ 24. verſes, Mathew 18.chapiter &the 


w 


17.verſe. 1. Timothic the 4. chapiter 
and the 14. verſe. Ac.the 15.chapiter 
6.and 22.verſes.A&.the 16.Cha. and 
the 4.ver. AR.the 21.18. and 20,yer, 
2. And therefore theſe beeing ſet oner 
» VS in matters pertayning to God, we . 
muſte acknowl-dge and obeye them, 
with gular lone and reuerence, be- 
__ cauſe theywatch forour ſouls. r.Thel. 
© - » 5. * Thaue much to ſaye of the office 
. and. neceſsitic of theſe offices, howe 
_ needful they are for the ſuppreſſing of 
_.. errours, ſchiſmes, ſecs, and hereſies: 
for the bridling of the laſt and pryde_ 
__ of lyfe, forthe correcting of the vnru- 
and the preferring of the worthie, 
- andin all wiſedome, grauitic, and vp- 
rghtneſſe, as lightes toſhineyhtS the 
_ Church, tharthey may the clearerſee, 
how to walke in the wayes of theialt,” 
Butalong treatiſe is ſcarcely ſufficient 
for this diſcourſe, and my time is al- 
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moſt ſpent : 1 can not ſtande here to 
thew the difference betweene all theſe 
| oftices , certayne it is, that they are 
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diners gyttes, and diſtinguiſhed one 


from an orher. Letmen beware how 
they confounde thoſe thinges which 
God hath diſtinguiſhed. For the Elder 
and Deacon. becauſe that will more 
plainely (hew their offices ) they differ 
thus: the Deacon he is occupyed only 
about the poore, the Elder about all: 


the Deacon diſtributeth, the Elderad- 


moniſheth: the Deacon obſerueth the. 


pouertie of the Saintes 1n bodilye 
thinges ; the Elder noteth maners,& 
conuerſation the Deacon: ſearcheth 
how the Church goods receiued are 
ſpent: the Elder noteth how euery one 
laboureth in his owne calling. Where- 
by it commeth to paſſe, thatasthe 
Deacons can make true report tothe 


church of the ſtate of the poore,ſo the 
Elders -of the ſtate of all. By which wife _ 
| government, itwould in part come to © 
'paſle, which the 'Prophetes foretell, 
that the polluted ſlon!d have no pal- 
ſage into the church,that nojorioone 6 
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Ef beaſt ſhoulde be founde there, that the | 
redeemed of the Lorde maye walkein 
[- |. peace. Finally,the Deacons take heed, | 
= + That no 1dle perſun bee nouriſhed in 
the company of the poore: the Elders : 
care 1s, to {ce that no vncleane perſon 
remayne in the boſome of the church, 
whereof redounderh no ſmal commo- 
Z> _  ditie, bath to the church & common 
wealth. Ps ro 
-._.  - Thelaſt giftts, the Shewing of mercie 
* with chearefulneſſe. This was the proper 
office of thoſe, which beeing relicued 
by the church, were appointed to loke. 
-.,xotothe poore which were weake and 
©. fickezand the poore ſtraunger. So that | 
EE -- >. aſhewer of mercy is he, or rather ſhee, 
=. (for the companies of ſuch as execu- 
-- __. _ ced this duetic conſiſted eſpecially of 
 - ©  widowes)whichby the goucrnours of 
w=--- the church and conſent of the people, 
-- _- wasappointed to helpe the poore im- 
Z ': - © potent, and poore ſtraungers,in thoſe 
-* _ dueties wherein they.coulde notwell 
 helpe them ſclues , having neyther 
- - friendes norkinsfolketo helpethem-.-. 
.-  . "Avery neceſſarye funRion, eſpecIaye- 
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'1ntime- of perſecution, or greeuous 
 ſicknefle, when the Churche hath ma- 
| nyc impotente perſons, in which time 
ſuch order is to be taken, that none of 
' the members of Chriſt, for whom hee 
hath ſhedde his precious bloud, periſh 
tor lacke of looking vntg, norwant a- 
hy attending which they maye haue, 
and 1t 1s meete they ſhould. Theſe mi- 
. niſters of the poore, and their age, 
qualities, office, and conditions, are 
declared of Paxlc in the 1. Tim, 5. by. 
the diligent, continuall and cheerefull 
| perfoarmance of thoſe offices. Theſe 
\whome the Lorde ſeemeth to hauc a 
 ſpeciall and fingular care of, namely 
| the widowes andfatherleſſe, and all 
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ſtatutes enacted for the proutfion of 


| ofhis Church 
_gouerninent, as am per{waded, and 


.._ evilles that are'perpetuallye in oure 


acno >dodors © — 2o0r paſtors to 
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of all Chriſtian profeſſors of the goſ- 
pell : a matter therefore of thoſe that 

be1n authority to be looked vnto, I 
grauntthere be many good lawes and 


the poore , but wee {ee by experience 
that the Lord will nor blefle and giue 
ood ſucceſle there ynto.For(notwith 
ading theſe ſtarutes)we haueſwarms 
of beggers pore and 1mportent,till we . 
haue by authority eſtabliſhed in cuery 
"Congregation, theſe eternall decrees 
of Chriſte, touching the gouernment 
Forthe want of this 


doe take in hande to prooue, is the 
cheefe and principall cauſe of all the 


Church For if it bee demaunded, why 
there is in the Lande ſuch orofle i Ig 
noraunce off God ? the aunſwere 1s 
at. hande, wee wante DoRoures and 
teachers. Whence come {uch ſwarmes 
of Athieſtes, Idolaters, Papiſtes, erro-. 
nious and hereticall ſe&aries, of the 
Famuly of Loue and fuch likes there 


exhott- 


Er ID 2 


per DEL EG i TRIES 
94, oh. 66s et wo? 


exhort. How commeth it to paſſe that 


in a Chriſtian church, profesfing new-. 


nefſe of life, and the do&rine of re- 
generation,» there ſhoulde bee ſuch 
a huge maſle of olde and ſtinkinge 


workes, of coniuring,witchcraft,ſor- _ 


cerie, charming, blaſpheming the ho- 
lie name of G OD, ſwearing and 
forſwearing,prophaning of the Lords 
Sabbothes , diſobedience to ſupert- 
oures, contempt of interioures: mur- 


ther, Manſlaughter, robberies, adal- - 
terye, Fornication, couenaunt-brea- 


kers, falſewitneſle bearing, liars with 
all other kindes of ynmercitull dea- 
ling one with another? : Is not the 
cauſe euident? wee lacke Elders and 
Goucrnoures of euerye congregatt- 
on to admoniſh, corre&, ſuſpende 
and excommunicate ſuch noyſome, 
hurtfull,and monſtruous beaſtes,out 
of the houſe of G O D, without re- 


ſpe& of perſons. Why have wee ſo 
many poore,ſo many feeble,and weak - 


ready to dye amongeſt vs? wee want: 
Deacons and mercifull men, which 
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| 87: "ef godly Sermon. 


- ceſsitie of the ſaints,and willingly and 
. cheerefully attende vppon the impo- 


_ the Elders, ruine and deſtruRion is 
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tent, which are ynable to helpe them- 
ſclues. O what fruit might be reaped 


by theſe ſeuerall vocations, if they 


were ſetvp, andeſtabliſhed in cuerye 


_ Fongregation!Without all controuer- 


ſie the benefites that would redounde 
to vs, and this lande hereby are innu- 
merable, no tonge can expreſſe them. 
For hereby her gratious maicſtie and 


_ her hqnourable counſel, might truely 


knowe within a ſhort time by name, 
who and how many enemies there are 


_ (avery few ſubtle hipocrits excepted) 
_ toreligion, and the common wealth. 


How manye obſtinate, malitious,and 
traiterous Papiſtes ? how manye Ana- 
baptiſtes, Libertines, of the famile of 
lone? How many Atheiſts?How many 
vnruly and. inordinate walkers which 


- © then might be puniſhed according to 
* their faults:wheras now Archby.biſh. 
 Archd Deanes,Commail. Officials ha- 


|  uing( contrary to the worde of God). 


pulled the raines of gouernment from 


feared, 
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| feared, but not auoyded. Not one &« 
-nemy of an hundreth is knownof the 
| greater part, and yet there be moe ſe- 4 
creat enemies, then the wiſeſt & moſt . *M 
proutdent can thinke of, Hereby all '' 
the ſecreat and miſchicuous deuiſes a- ©. 
- gainſt her maieſtics perſon, religion, & 
andthe whole ſtate, might cafilye bee 
tried and ſearched out, by the diligent 
| and wiſe ſearch of the Elders in cucry t 
[Church * whereas now ;did not the- — _, * 
Lorde ſometimes moſt wonderfullye, IF 
for the ſingular care he hath oyer her 
_counſell, bring them to light,we ſhold 
haue beene often care now,ſwallowed 
vp by theſeſeercate vndermininges of 
the common peace and ſtate. Hereby 
we ſhoulde knowe certainely, who be 
| thoſe that ſo prodigallye mayntaine 
| ſuchas haue beene. blouddy butchers 
and murtherers of Gods people, re- 
' mayning as yet enemyes to the Gol- 
 pell,and falſe hearted to her maieſties 48 
where as now ſome of them haue [&> = 
d(as I amable to iuſtifie) = 
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E” ic .ners in the Tower, then when -they 
” wereabbotesin the lande, and yet no 
3 -man knoweth howe they come by 
> -_ them, norof whom they receiue the: 
—_ how much then thinke you is all that 
Is beſtowed this way in one year,you 
 maye gefle by this annuall Oe of 


; one man. 

X _..\ . Hereby might caſily i in time be pre- 
= nented al ſecret conſpiracies:for what 
bf}, ſocuer' conſpiracie were begun in any | 
; ______ towneorcitie, would eaſily in thebe- 


—O_ g.long before the flame therof, 
YA e cſpied of ſich wiſe and graue men, 
-M as now in ſome congregations may,8 | 
= ' afterteachingandexhorting,mightin 
"many moe be appoynted, and either 
by ecclcfiaſticall cenſure, or cull cor- 
' redtion of the magiſtrate be altogether 
quenched: fo that our gracious prince, 
her honorable counſel, and the whole 
 lande,might live in much more ſafe 
 _ .-- Heand ſecaritie, then now they do,&. 
.  _ have greater aſſuraunce of. the merci- 
full protection of the almightie, then 
' now they haue.Hereby all godly lawes , 
vecleſiatical and cy, ſhoulde eyther 
c yr 
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yninerſally be kept of all , 'orelſethe 

breakers come ynder ſuch ciuilkand 

Eccleſiaſticall puniſhmentes as they 

ſhould deſerue, which were a ſingular 

 meane to breed in the heartes of the 

ſubieces, a pure feare & loue to their: 

prince and magiſtrates. Whereas now 

good lawes are tranſgrefſed and no 

man accuſed, the Lorde is not truelye 

worthipped, the prince not in vnfained 

{1mplicttie reuerenced, nor with good | 

will from the heart beloued. Finally, - -- 

hereby the Paſtours and Do&ours 

ſhoulde, haninga true relation from 

their ſeniours,touching the eſtate of 

their flocke', be much more truitfully 

occupyed in teaching and exhorting: 

for they might with all knowledge & 

wiſedome,deliuer vnto cuery one that 

which were moſt fit to drawe him-to _ - 

God, and his eternallſaluation . 'See- -- 

ing therefore, that the eſtabliſhing of 

this gracious goucrnement of GOD, 

' will banniſhe and chaſe awaye all noy- 

ſome beaſtes out of the Lordes vine- yt 

+. yearde:: ſeeing it will be ſuch a fingu- _ 208 
lar meane to preſeruc and ane A 
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the peace and ſccuritie of the com- 


(s) 


_ thus. ) 


| theſe gytts, beſides that it is the com-. 


mon: wealth, and all eſtates therein. 
Finally, ſecing, it maketh verye much 
both tor religion and Godly pollicie, - 
and 1s a molt deare frixnd to both, for 


the loue of your common wealth,and 
the Church, beſcech you all to enter- | 


taine this, Chriſtian goucrnement of 


the church of Chriſt, whereof he him- 


ſclfe is the authour,and no man. Two 
thinges remayne which I purpoſe to 


determine . Firſt that 'this gouerne- 
ment 15 perpetuall : Secondly, that it 


15 onelye ſufficient, wherein I cannot, 


fot lacke of time belong, and there- F 
_ fore will bricfely ſer downe the rea- 


ſonsof both. For the firſte,I proouc 


\ 


Firſt this ſpeciall commaundement, 
touching the pratize and exerciſe of 
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of the Church : therefore the Church © © 
beeing to endure to the comming of © _ 3 
_ Chriſt, theſealſo muſt be of the ſame ww 
continuaunce, except you will faye, E 
_ that Chriſt is pleaſed .better with a 
= maymed body, then a perfe& one, = 
Thirdly, Pawe commaundeth Ti- 
mothie to keepe this gonuernment vn- 
_ tothe comming of Chriſt. 1.Tim .6. _ "= 
 Fourthly,all the thinges where a- - 
_ bout they are occupyed,. as the igno- 2 
raunces, and errours of the minde,the - 
corruptions of the heart , the vnruli- 
nes of men, the pouettie of the ſaints, 
and impotencie of the poore, are al- 
wayes to be looked ynto and cared 
. for, Therefore the offices of God ap- 
poynted and ordayned for theſe pur- 
poſes are perpetuall:  - 152+. x" 
Fitthly,Chriſt the King and goucr2  - "8 
\ 'nourof his Church , muſt rule it till. +423 
. the coinming of himſelfe by his owne. - 4 
* offices and laws,ergothis IS perpetual]. | 
\._ For theſeconde. Firſt we are com- 
- maunded here to content cur ſelues 
” with theſe, and to reſte in them, ergo. 
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Secondly,theſe doe make the man &. 
church of God perfe& to euery good 
worke, as1tis in the 4. to the Epheſi- 
ans and elſe where, ergo theſe onelye 
are ſufficient. 1s 
_ -Thirdly,if theſe be inſufficient: then 
Chriſt can not be glorified, as perfe&t 
gouernour of his Churche, neither 

» this wordeis ſuch, but that ſomething 

may be added, both which are abſurd, 
therefore they onely are ſufficient : if 
not, who dare adde a3 member to the 

body which he made not, ncither can 

doe” . 

*Y Fourthly,theſe fun&ions onely are 

4 ſufficient, which haue all the gyftes 

Ei. needfullfor the miniſtery of the word 

=# and ſacramentes , or for the gouerne- 

>,  _- mentof the Church:But all theſe fun- 

-— .  &ons are ſufficient for theſe endes: 
therefore onely theſe are ſufficient. 

_ Fifthly, if any ere& new miniſteries, 

" he muſte eyther giue new gyftes, or 
aflure men that they ſhall have newe _ 
gyttes of GOD: but none can doe 

thus , therefore theſe onely are ſufti- 
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- Sixthly,1f men may adde, they maye”' 
detract : bur the ſeconde is falſe, ergo 
_ thefirſt. IT 3 
Seeing then theſe thingsare ſo as hath 
ben ſet forth,out of the word of God, 
that this is his order to whch al ought 
to bow their backs euery one keeping 
his proper place, and none entruding 
ypon the right & intereſt of an other: 
ſceing ſuperfluous thinges ought ro 
bee cut of, and ſuch offices as aretrom 
Antichriſte, ought to be abandoned: 
Let vs euerye one inour places, praye 
_ to our good God, thathee will pitty 
this his poore Church, that truth and 
righteouſneſſe may kifle eche other, 
that his ſcepter may flouriſh, that the 
ſtife necks of the obſtinate,8& the yro 
ſiniewes of the rebellious may bee 
bowed & broken : to the ende theſe 
cofuſios that appear cuery wher:'this 
pompuous pride & curſſed ambitipn, 
enemy to all ſinceritye,gd od order, PR fob: be” 
. and true religion may ceaſe,and one-""" > 
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ghoſt, three per- 


ms"and one eternall God, be + - 
all prayſc,glory and honour, 
"now and foreuecr. 
Amen. 
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